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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part XIX. 


No. 1. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October l.) 

(No. 458.) ' ‘ 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October l, 1885. 

INFORMATION lately received from Grenfell seems to point to Dervishes being in 
greater force in Dongola than generally supposed previously. I do not repeat these 
reports to your Lordship, as I cannot say any of them seem convincing as to true state 
of things among the rebels in that province. Mchemet-el-Kheir said to have joined 
latter. 


No. 2. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury. —( Received October 1, 1 0'40 i\M.) 

(No. 459.) 

(Teh graphic.) Cairo, October 1, lbs5, 8’44 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 219. 

Considering strong objections to Zebehr Pasha’s arrival here at present in telegrams 
received from Generals Stephenson and Grenfell, better to defer a little longer Zebehr 
Pasha’s release. 


No. 3. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, October 1.) 

(No. 700. Ext. 459.) 

Aly Lord, Cairo, October 1, 1885. 

ON receipt of your Lordship’s telegram No. 219 of the 23nl ultimo, ordering me 
to consult British officers as to terms which might he proposed to Zebehr Pasha as 
conditions of his release, &<\, I sent a copy of your telegram to General Stephenson at 
Luxor, and also asked General Grenfell’s and Baker's opinions. 

I now inclose copy of the answers I have received from Generals Stephenson 
and Grenfell, giving opinions which 1 look upon as adverse to Zebchr’s immediate 
release. 

General Baker considered that he might ho sent by Selimeh to Darl’our, his own 
province; but as it is most improbable that he would consent to go without an armed 
force and a good sum of money, there arc objections to this course. General Baker 
is of opinion that ho should not remain in Egypt at present, and such, I find, is also 
the opinion of General Fremantle. 
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Under these circumstances, until matters on the frontier become settled, or until 
some plan he formed to send him, without large expenditure, to some part of the 
Soudan where he will he harmless, it is better that Zebelir should remain at 
Gibraltar. 

I have written to Colonel Chermside also on this subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 3. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Luxor, September 28, 1885. 

AM opposed to release of Zebehr; mistrust him; believe him hostile to us; that 
he would not be of use in Soudan, but exercise bad influence with our black troops, as 
he did there a year when lie intrigued against us with the French. Reasons for his 
arrest seem to me now stronger than ever. Have therefore no definite proposal to 
make as to lxis release. Will consult Grenfell, and wire again. 

Hope every means will be taken to induce Alula somehow to push on to Kassala 
with all speed, so as to relieve it before end of month. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 3. 

General Grenfell to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, September 29, 1885. 

I BELIEVE Zebehr’s presence in the Soudan would cause a diversion, but it is 
obviously impossible for him to go there without a force, though I do not think a 
large one would be required. If the Government is prepared to provide him with 
men, arms, and a subsidy, I believe he would go and be useful; but if we ever Avant 
to establish any one else there he Avould have to fight Zebehr, avIio, although better 
than the present men, is a notorious slaver, and is known as such in England. 
500 blacks, armed and equipped, and a subsidy of 10,000/., is, I think, the least be 
could be expected to take. I am strongly averse to his going, unless be leaves some 
good security in Cairo. 


No. 4. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received October 2.) 

War Office, October 2, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copies of 
tAVO telegrams with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Si-ned) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 4. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. W. H . Smith , M.P. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 1, 1885, 6-40 v.m. 

GRENFELL telegraphed 27th September that deserter fromDongola states there 
are 4,000 men Avith arms there, but largo numbers have agreed Avith Kabbabisb Arabs 
to give them their arms if they will help them to desert. 

Messenger reported that Senaar was holding out and Avas well supplied, and that 
if Government Avould hold New Dongola, Senaar Avould settle Khartoum. Grenlell 
also telegraphed yesterday as follows: “Lloyd Sadin Fanti (sic) believes that there 
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are not more than 1,000 Dervishes at Hafir, but says it is reported that about 50 have 
advanced to the north of Kaibar.” 

Ventris Avires report of a man Avho says 1,000 at Hafir, but 3,000 advancing 
with El Kheir from Merawi. There seems to be no doubt on the subject of El Kheir’s 
advance; and Colville believes that the men at Hafir are greatly understated. He 
estimates force in New Dongola and north at 7,000 men. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 4. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. W. H. Smith, M.P. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 1,1885, 9-30 p.m. 

GRENFELL reports:— 

Ventris wires that Lloyd, writing from Kaibar on 29th, says people of Maliass 
expect Dervishes daily, and report 1,000 men under Abdel Mejcd Khogali at 
Hafir; seven shots Avere fired by camel men on west bank at steamers. Native 
reports a large number of men on foot adA r ancing towards Koheh. Lloyd believes, 
from statements of deserters, that Dervishes intend to advance shortly; be says 
he cannot get truth from Sheikhs of Maliass, Avho arc, he believes, in Avith the 
Dervishes. I agree with Colville in his belief that an advance will be made into the 
Sukkot district. 

Propose reinforce Grenfell by Dublin Fusiliers from Alexandria, replace them by 
Essex from Abbassich. 


No. 5. 

Sir A. Paget to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 3.) 

(No. 284.) 

My Lord, Vienna, September 28, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to acknoAvlodgc the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 177 of the 15th instant, and to state that I have, in compliance Avith the instruc¬ 
tion therein contained, addressed a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, informing 
him that Her Majesty’s Minister at Paris has communicated to the French Govern¬ 
ment the draft of a Decree for the application to foreigners of the Press Luav in Egypt, 
and has invited their assent to it. I inclosed a copy of the draft Press Law and of the 
Memorandum Avhieh accompanied it, and at the same time expressed the hope that it 
would meet with the concurrence of the Austro-IIuugarian Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. PAGET. 


No. 6. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received October 3.) 

Sir, War Office , October 2, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copies of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 6. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. W. H. Smith, M.P, 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 1, 1885, 3’55 r.M. 

MOHAMMED-EL-KHEIR reported atDcbbch with reinforcements. 
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No. 7. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 691. Ext. 448.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 24, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram from Mr. Cameron, reporting 
the advance of the main body of the Abyssinian army, and stating that Awad Kerim 
Pasha Abu Sin is at Omdurmau, trying to quiet the factions until the intentions of 
the Government are known. 

This latter news is most important if true, Abu Sin being the great Shukuriyeh 
Chief, and a good man, and I have at once communicated to General Grenfell the 
substance of Mr Cameron’s telegram, and suggested that he should send a letter to 
Abu Sin. 

I also telegraphed to Colonel Chermside for further details with regard to him, 
and beg to inclose a copy of his reply. Erom this it seems that Ahu Sin has been 
long in the hands of the Mahdiists, and not a free agent, and that the messenger’s 
report was only hearsay. I have informed General Grenfell of this, as well as of 
Colonel Chermside’s caution in regard to communicating with Abu Sin. Any letter, 
if sent by General Grenfell, would naturally he only a letter of compliment, a means 
of entering into communication Avith one of the first Chiefs in the Soudan, and avIio 
has the reputation of being naturally sensible and Avell-disposed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 7. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, September 23, 1885. 

EROM Chermside :— 

“ No official news from Kassala. Situation there is quite uncertain. Abyssinian 
main body, eight legions of ten companies each, together with Mussulman allies, left 
for Kassala September 14th and 15th. 

“ Advance guard of two legions left previously. Egyptian Delegate goes to 
Sanlieit September 27 th. 

“ A messenger of mine Avho last year brought hack replies from Gordon has 
arrived at Massowah from the Blue; Nile, and says that Senaar is a great rallying 
point for all deserters from rebels. Senaar garrison 10,000 strong dominates the whole 
country. 

“ Avrad Kerim Pasha Ahu Sin is at Omdurman, trying to quiet factions till 
intentions of Government arc learned. 

‘‘Two delegates from Tokar tribes arrived here yesterday. They believe Digna 
dead, aud ask peace. Government gave usual ansAvers. 

“ Death of rebel Emir near Sanheit September I7tli.” 


Inclosure 2 in No. 7. 

Colonel Chermside to Mr. Egerton. 

Telegraphic.) Suakin, September 24, 1885. 

ABC SIN has been long at Khartoum, hut was in hands of Mahdiists, and not 
free agent. Had Avritten ansAver from him some time since concerning Shukerieli 
affairs. Messenger only reports hearsay, hut former messenger who suav him is here. 
Suggest great care as to Grenfell’s letter, as it might fall into hands of Mahdi’s 
relatives, Khalifa Abdullah’s rivals, with Avhom he Avas. 
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No. 8. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 695.) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, September 24, 1885. 

GENERAL GRENEELL telegraphs that he lias received news of a report 
that Said Debbeh, and the Kabbabish under Saleh Bey Eadlallali, have seized the fort 
at Debbeh, and cut the Dervishes’ communications, lie adds that, if this is true, it is 
probably in consequence of Ahu Sin’s action. 

General Grenfell is sending another patrol up the river. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 9. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 5, 4’5 P.M.) 

(No. 463.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 5, 1885. 

ITALIAN Agent has received folloAving via Aden from Massowah :— 

“ Ras Alula sent letter from Kerfit, near Amadeb, on 25th, announcing complete 
victory over Mahdiists on 23rd. [Latter totally annihilated; Osman Digna dead. 
Alula Avill not go to Kassala, hut returns to Asmara.” 


No. 10. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 5, 11*35 P.M.) 

(No. 464.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 5, 1885, 10 - 8 P.M. 

CHERMSIDE telegraphs Alula Avrites he met Digna and rebel army at Kerfit on 
23rd, and defeated them. 


No. 11. 

n 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 0.) 

(No. 699.) 

My Lord, Cano, September 27, 1885. 

EOLLOWIN G telegram received from General Grenfell, dated Assouan to-day:— 
“ Deserter from Dongola states that there arc 4,000 men Avith arms there, but a 
large number have agreed Avith Kabbabish to give them their arms if they will help 
them to desert. 

“ A messenger to Government caught at Hafir Avas beheaded. 

“ Letter reported to he the efi'ect that Senaar Avas holding out and Avas well 
supplied, and that if the Government Avould hold Dongola, Senaar Avould settle 
Khartoum.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 12. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 6.) 

(No. 701.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 28, 1885. 

I HAVE received the following telegram from Mr. Cameron from Suakin, dated 
last night:— 

“ Erom Chermside :— 

“ ‘ Runner from chief Beni Amer Sheikh with Ras Alula reached Massowah 
24th. 


[691] 
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“ ‘ Three thousand ITadendowas at Kutit on Ivhov Bavka, between Amadeb and 
Bisba. Action with Abyssinians was expected. 

“ ‘ Marcopoli gone to Sanbeit.’ ” 

I h^VG See, 

(Signed) ’ EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


No. 13. 

Sir J. S. Lumley to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October <j.) 

(No. 194.) 

My Lord, Rome, October 2, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I communicated to the Italian Minister lor 
Foreign Affairs a copy of the draft of the Decree for the application to foreigners of 
the Press Law in Egypt, and of the Memorandum accompanying it. forwarded to me 
in your Lordship’s despatch No. 234 of the 15th ultimo, and I expressed the hope that 
it may meet with the concurrence of the Italian Government. 

In acknowledging the receipt of my note his Excellency assures me that tin* 
matter shall have the most attentive consideration on the part of the Italian Govern¬ 
ment in the expectation of their being able to arrive at a complete understanding with 
Her Majesty’s Government upon the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 1. SAYILE LUMLEY. 


No. 11. 

Mr. Ejerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October G, 10‘30 v.M.) 

(No. 465.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 6,1SS5, 6T0 P.M. 

ITALIAN Agent informs me Marcopoli confirms defeat of lladendowas by 
Abyssinians, and death of Osman Dignn. Gabru and Chief of Beni Annus ordered 
to advance to Kassala. 


No. 15. 

Mr. Eyeiton to the Marquis of Salisbury. (Recureit October 7, 1 l A.M.) 

(No. 166.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, (Jctober 7, 1885, 10* 10 \.m. 

FROM Mareopoli’s report to Chermside it appears that Digna, on arriving at 
Kassala, got control of all'airs, reunited tribes, blockaded .Mudir, and strongly fortified 
position of Ivuiit, which Has Alula attacked on 23rd. Baltic began in morning, lasted 
till noon, Dervishes utterly defeated, 3,000 left dead on lield, and Beni Amer and 
Elgaden tribal auxiliaries killed fugitives. Abyssinian losses luavy, Midi’s horse 
killed. Digna killed, and body identified In dill'erent people. Beinforcements s,>nt 
to Digna from rebels near Kassala were intercepted by Elgaden column and cut up. 
Alula returned to Keren to await answers to letters from Mudir of Kassala about 
latter’s wants. Kassala well supplied. Abyssinian advance guard and chief Beni 
Amors were to advance there' October 1st. 


No. 16. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sit ./. Rauncefote. —(Received October 8.) 

Sir. Admiralty, October 6, 1885. 

REFERRING to ni 4 \ letter of the 26th ultimo and 0> tormer correspondence, l 
am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit herewith, 
for the perusal of the Marquis of Salisbury, copy of a letter which has been received 
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from the commanding officer ol lit r Majesty’s ship “ Grappler,” reporting his 
proceedings in connection with the grain traffic in the neighbourhood of Shinab.' 

A similar letter has been addressed to the War Office." 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 16. 

Lieutenaut-Commander Cochran to Commander Jones. 

“ Grapplerat Suit kin, September 10, 1885. 

IN the hurry of writing my last Letter of Proceedings (22nd August, 1885), 
owing to the sudden determination of the captain of the “Mukhbir ” to proceed to 
Suakin, I omitted to report that the cutter sent in charge of Suh-Lieutcnant Robert 
•I. 1 rendeigast, to seize the dhow at Ivhor Shiuab, on the 21st August, was exposed to 
a considerable fire from the Arabs; also that, after the “Friendlies” had occupied this 
Arab camp, I took the opportunity to land, and from what I observed I am of opinion 
that this place bad been a regular grain market. I was led to this conclusion from the 
tact of the sacks of grain being ston'd in many separate heaps and from the con¬ 
siderable number of weights and scales and loose grain in the huts. 

2. On Sunday, the 23rd August, T shifted berth into the outer anchorage. 

3. On Tuesday, the 25th, the Arabs, lying concealed in some broken ground about 
700 yards distant, fired a volley at the ship and immediately retired behind a neigh 
bouring bill, one bullet striking the bridge and cutting the fore brace, but doing no 
further damage. I was unable to return the fire before they bad retired behind the 
hill, owing to the dhow' being in the line of fire. 

h tlio 26th I weighed, and proceeded for a cruize off the entrance of the 
harbour, returning to the anchorage in the afternoon. Whilst cruizing I observed a 
buoy close to the shore fringing reef, about 3 miles south of Shinab. 1 sent a boat to 
examine, and found it to be a large conical iron buoy, apparently securely moored 
with an anchor, and about 20 yards from the reef. 

5. On thi' morning ol the 2Mh the transport “Romeo” hove in sight, and 
signalled that she had despatches. I sent the whaler, armed, to communicate with 
her, when, having proceeded about half-a-milo, the Arabs opened such a heavy fire on 
her that she was obliged to return. Having shelled the Arabs from their position, I 
armed the cutler, and sent her to carry out this service, which she did unmolested. 

6. At 11 I’.m. on Sunday, the 30th, tin* Arabs opened a heavy tire on the ship, 
which w r as continued lor half-an-liour, at the end of which lime I succeeded in 
driving them off. having fired several shell and a few rounds of Gatling. The hull 
Vas struck in several places, but no damage was done. 

7. A 11 i’..M. on the 2nd September, and at 9-30 f.m. on the 3rd, the Arabs fired 
on the ship, and in each east' were dispersed after a few rounds of shell. 

8. On the 7th, in compliance with your orders, I proceeded to Dhu-l-lawa, and 
haying entered the harbour sufficiently far to satisfy myself that no grain traffic was 
being carried on there, 1 returned to Shinab. 

9. On tin' morning of the Mb I loll Shinab for Suakin. On the 9th 1 carried out 
target practice for the month, ami anchored lor the night oil Ffadnraweep lnioy. I 
keg to repoit ihv arrival here this morning, having hrouuht the dhow with me which I 
captured at Shinab. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Cl I AS. 11. COCHRAN. 


i (i m of(} ut otui/iMt, 10, ico.J, 

Submitted for the information of the Commander-in-chief. 

(Signed) J. GEO. JUNES, 

Commander and Senior Ojjievr , Red Sea Division. 

Admiral Lord John Hay, 

Commander-in-chief, Mediterranean. 
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No. 17. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eger ton. 

(Tclc"niphic.) Foreign Office, October 8, 1885, G’45 p.m. 

YOUR despatch No. GOG of 25th ultimo. 

1 have received from Mr. Blunt an undcitaking not to meddle with political questions 
or projects ,chile in Egypt. 1" view of this undertaking, 1 think it very unadv.sable that 
|r„; Government 'should withhold consent to Ins return to Egypt for purpose ot 

le"al proceedings which he has been summoned to attend. 

° You should therefore press the Khedive to give his consent. 


No. 18. 

SirJ. Walsham to the Marquis of Salisbury.— (Received October 10.) 

(No. GOO ) Qrtober 9( 1885 . ^ 

y S°[NCE I had tlic honour of addressing to your Lordship my despatches Nos. GIG 
and G17 of the 9 5th ultimo concerning the proposal of Her Majesty s Government m 
connection wl?h the Egyptian Press Law. I have had an opportumty ot spcakrng again 

*° 5 VL C ISie“e“intemfrSi,at the draft Law and Memorandum t to which Her 
Majesty’s Government had invited the friendly consideration of the French Govern 
meilt had been forwarded to Cairo in order that M. Barrcre, who, with Baron de Ring, 
had drawn up the French Project which had been atnofl'cially cmiimun.eatod 
r, vnns in Mav last, might have an opportunity of expressing lus opinion, tnat aiitcuy 
M Barrcre had made known his views, Baron de Ring, who was still, however unable 
to return to his duties owing to ill-health, would he consulted, and that then the 
French Government would lie in a position to apply to the invitation winch had been 

addressed to them. I have, Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN WALSHAM. 


No. 11). 


Sir J. Walsham to the Marquis of Salisbury.— (Received October 10.) 

(No. 001. Confidential.) p„ nSj October 9,1885. 

Mj WITH reference to my immediately preceding <,<,s F"jj - ' 1 1 jL*°j'‘'luul seen'\t ^le 
honour to state that Tigrnne Pasha called upon me si oitl> atte.^ 
Brevcinet, for the purpose of ascertaining whethei Ins Lx > * I 

himself less unfavourahly as regards the proposed LgyptiaiJ \; h was now iu 

1 told him that M. de Brevcinet had suhnntted to M. Baueu, uno vas non 
hVvnt ti e proposal of Her Majesty’s Government, as he was one of those.wlio ad 
driwn’ up the Breach project which had been unofficially communicated to Dei 


1C iuiluenml 1)\ such a decision. . ultimo, that it was 


1 e influenced In such a decision. ,, v 7 - 9 { f -|2th ultimo, that it was 

As I knew, from jour LonWnps despati 1\ No. 7o- otu Memorandum 

the intention of Her Majesty's Goyemnien! to submit to rat L a Memo an dm 
to the Other Bowers, 1 infornud lum o! that intention, hut could not, > • 

v\!.( il.i i wr not etlect had actually bum gnen to it. 
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I took the opportunity of Tigranc Pasha’s visit to show him the note which 
M. Jules Berry, the predecessor of M. de Breycinet, addressed to me on the 29th August, 
1884, a copy of which was inclosed in my No. 523 of the 31st of the same month. 
This note was the reply of the Brcnch Government to one from Lord Lyons of the 
21st July, in which, as recorded in his Excellency’s No. 432 of the same date, he had 
expressed the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the Government of Brance 
would view favourably a Decree which at that time the Khedivial Government was 
understood to he on the point of issuing with regard to the anomalous position of 
foreigners in Egypt in respect of the Press Law. 

In his note, of which, for convenience of reference, I beg leave to transmit a 
further copy, M. Berry admitted the anomaly in question, and in principle approved the 
proposal of the Egyptian Government to substitute for Consular intervention under the 
Capitulations a general Law r affecting foreigners equally with natives, more especially 
as the Mixed Tribunals would have cognizance of its application. 

Tigranc Pasha appeared to he much struck w r itli M. Perry’s views of the question, 
which he regarded as satisfactory. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN WALSHAM. 


Inclosurc in No. 19. 

M. Ferry to Sir J. Walsham. 

Monsieur, Paris, le 29 Aodt, 1884. 

SON Excellence Lord Lyons a bicn voulu m’entretenir, dans une depcclie du 
21 Juillet dernier, de l’intention du Gouvernement Khedivial d’edicter un nouveau 
Rdglement relatif a la presse, a I’effot d’empocher quo l’editeur d’un journal etranger 
public on Egypte puisse se soustraire, grace a la protection de son Consul, aux suites 
des delits dont il se rendrait coupable. Lord Lyons exprimait, on meme temps, l’espoir 
quo la cooperation de 1’Agent de Branco au Cairo ne ferait pas ddfaut a l’autoritd 
locale pour assurer l’application du Rdglement projetd. 

Le Gouvernement de la Republique est loin de meconnaitre la valour des motifs 
qui conseillent a 1*Administration Lgypticnnc de placer la presse sous une legislation 
generate, et il n’hesitc pas a declarer qu’il n’a aucune objection de principc contre un 
tel mode de Reglement, alors surtout quo les Tribunaux Mixtes doivent etre com- 
petents pour coimaitre de l’application des prescriptions ddietdes. Des qv.e le projet de 
Deeret elahord dans eette vuc nous aura dtd commuuiqude, nous l’dtudierons avee le 
sincere ddsir d’armcr a une entente et de faeilitor la substitution d’un rdgime eommun 
aux garanties speeialcs que les residents dtrangers cn Kgypto tiennent aujourd’hui des 
Capitulations. 

Agrdez, &c. 

(Signd) JULES BERRY. 


No. 20. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 10, 12'40 l\M.) 

(No. k>7.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 10, 1885, 11’3G a.m. 

lOU It No. 234. 

Out of deference to your Lordship, and confiding in assurance given through 
you, Khedive assents to Mr. Blunt’s return here merely on legal business and while 
it lasts. 

Under no other circumstances would he be willing to admit into Egypt what ho 
considers an element of disorder. 


[091] 
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No. 21. 

Sir J. Walsham to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 12.) 

(No. G62. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Paris, October 9, 1885. 

IN continuation of my No. 661, Confidential, of to-day, I have the honour to 
state that since my last conversation with Tigrane Pasha, he has had another interview 
with M. de Freycinet on the subject of the Egyptian Press Law. 

He tells me that he found his Excellency still unfavourably inclined towards the 
English Draft Law, hut that the following suggestion, by way of a compromise, had 
been offered:— 

1. That all newspapers published in Arabic shall be held liable to be proceeded 
against judicially before the Egyptian Tribunals; but 

2. That newspapers published by Eurojieans in their own language shall not, in 
respect of press offences, be proceeded against until the Mixed Tribunals shall have 
had cognizance of the charge preferred by the Egyptian Government, and shall have 
decided whether or not such charge is well founded, although at the same time it 
would be clearly understood that ail Consular intervention in the matter had virtually 
ceased. 

According to the English Draft Law, the Mixed Tribunals would not apparently 
have the right of judging as to the merits of any given case where a foreigner was 
concerned. They would, on the charge being submitted to them administratively by 
the Government, be compelled at once to pass sentence, although the foreigner would 
be entitled to appeal, and to recover damages in the event of the result being in his 
favour. 

Tigrane Pasha seems willing to admit that, the proposed compromise would 
undoubtedly be an improvement over the present state of things, inasmuch as Consular 
intervention would disappear, and Egyptian printers would no longer be able to evade 
the general law by taking a European partner, or making a sham transfer to a 
European; but he considers that it falls far below the advantages claimed for the 
Egyptian Government under the draft Law, and would in fact he tantamount to a 
denial of tin* authority supposed to be inherent in the Government of every State, of 
controlling the periodical press by means of administrative action. 

He had, however, thought it advisable to telegraph M. de Frcyeinet’s proposal to 
Cairo, but no reply had yet reached him. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN WALSHAM. 


No. 22. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eyertou. 

(No. 235.) 

(Telegraphic.) Eareiyn Office, October 12, Is^o, i r, i>..vi. 

YOU11 telegram No. 167. 

Pray express my sincere acknowledgments for the kind consideration ot the 
Khedive, and assure him of my firm conviction that no evil will remit from Iris 
concession. 


No. 23. 

Mr. Eijcrton to the Marquis of Salisbury.--{Receired October 13.) 

(No. 701.) 

My Lord, Cano, October 1, 1885. 

1 VKNTCKE to recommend to your Lordship’s perusal the inclosed letter from 
Colonel Chernisidc respecting the affairs of the South-eastern Soudan. 

He thinks the numbers who will wish to leave Kassala now will he much less than if 
the Malidi were alive that \bvssinian action has ahead* done good m quieting the 
tribes about Kassala. 

He fears that no one of the chief triha! leaders i.s of suilicient nersonal weight to 
influence his neighbours as well as his own tribe sullieienlly to keep peace and roads and 
communications open. 
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Colonel Chermside’s argument tends to show that such great leading Chiefs can 
only exist under Government, though he expresses his opinion that under autonomy the 
bulk of the tribes (with the exception of the Hadendowas) might now keep fairly quiet 
and encourage trade. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EG EFT ON. 


Inclosure in No. 23. 

Colonel Chermside to Mr. Eyerton. 

My dear Mr. Egerton, _ Suakin, September 10, 1885. 

I THINK there is a good deal of foundation for this day’s local news, although 
everything is still very speculative. The “ degringolade ” seems setting in. 

The varied but strong rumours of Osman Digna’s death require confirmation. 
Morghani of Daggah shrewdly remarked thereon, “ It is to be hoped that, besides the 
news being true, that he has not been killed by the Government forces, but by the 
tribes.” I think you will agree with him. 

If Kassala news be true, that question has entered upon quite a new phase. Prior 
to the Mutamahdi’s death and the reputed truce, not only were all the irregulars (the 
large majority of the garrison) anxious to leave as the only means of safety (as in the 
cases of Galabat, Girra, Amadib, Senheit, &c.), but also the bulk of the civil population 
seemed to have its fate inevitably bound up with that of the garrison. 

Except for considerations of pay a large proportion of the irregulars will, on the 
above assumption of a truce, elect to remain or would return; and as to the civil 
population, one can probably go further, and say that already, ipso facto of the truce, that 
question has in a great measure settled itself. 

Now, as to the Ahyssinians, whether they go or not, there is probably no doubt their 
action and the Egyptian relations with them on that question have largely influenced the 
present settlement at Kassala, and still more has it contributed to the loyal assistance 
given us by the Beni-Amcrs, and in deciding the wavering Habbabs to remain neutral— 
which latter consideration has been of late of less importance to us than it was not long 
since. 

I think, however, in spite of the news which caused me to withdraw our Delegate at 
the critical moment for money reasons, that they (the Ahyssinians) will go unless stopped 
by the Mudir. Of course, they will delay at Asnara, Senheit, or Demba some days longer 
than they probably expect; hut they will not delay long, as lias Alula knows that now is 
their time. A few weeks later, and as the water dries up in the “ khors,” there i.s 
a malaria which punishes Abyssinian hill-men very heavily. I would therefore bet on a 
start. As to their having to light, that is quite problematical. 

There arc considerable grounds for believing that Sheikh Mohammed, the son of the 
late well-known Sheikh Moussa Bey of Filik, the Sheikh of all the Hadendowas, is acting 
in conjunction with Scyyid Bckri Morghani of Kassala. It is quite on the cards that, 
with or without the control of their tribal loaders, some of the tribes may oppose what¬ 
ever resistance they are able to the Ahyssinians. 

If Moussa Bey’s son has just beaten Osman Digna’s supporters, it is hard to 
say what line he will take. 

This man Mohammed is like Sheikh Hamid Kantabai, of the Habbabs, and Hamid 
Mahmoud, of the Anunars, a great representative Sheikh, who might, if of strong 
character, have a most powerful influence; like these two, lie seems rather a weak, 
vacillating, double-faced specimen. Ali Bey Bekhcd, representative Sheikh of the 
Beni-Amers, whose sad death last year (December 1884, on the occasion when the 
revolver the Commodore gave him n is-od lire) was such a great blow to the Government 
cause, was a leader and Patriarchal Baler worthy of his position. 

Kantabai and the Amaiar Mahmoud are certainly not so, and l do not think any of 
Moussa Bey's sons, Mohammed or others are. 

Were any of them a great leader, il would he possible for them, in conjunction with 
the Morghani, to hold the Kassala-Suakin road safe, and to allow the Beni-Amers 
and Hubbubs to do ditto for the Ka-sala-Mussowah road, providing (he Beni-Amor 
and lladendowa lends were not beyond amicable adjustment by the Morghani 1 '. 

1 feai, however, that this arrangement, which is the sort of thing the Government 
want to set up in the Soudan, may he looked upon as quite Utopian. 

Even if started it would not work. 
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Ali Bey Bckheet is dead. Mohammed, son of Moussa Bey, is not a loyal, steadfast, 
man, and the Hadendowas would not obey him if lie did make such an arrangement. 

At Kassala, too, the other tribes, Shnkerieh, Hallenga, Dabayna, Jaalin, would 
probably put a very practical veto on such an arrangement. All through the Eastern 
Soudan men are wanted as tribal leaders; the bold, warlike, enterpri/ing Amarar is quite 
at a discount for want of tribal leaders. 

1 imagine that a retrospect will give a fair idea of what is likely to occur in the 
Eastern Soudan if left to itself. 

The Turkish Government, until when some years ago it ceded to the Khedive 
Ismail its tenancy of the coast, in lieu of increased tribute, had never held anything 
but the coast. 

The early Khedivial conquests were by the Nile Valley. Kassala was a dependency 
of Khartoum, through which, and not through Suakin or Massowah, lay its line of com¬ 
munications and supply. 

Tokar was a dependency of Kassala, and Sinkat the same of Berber; Suakin—a 
Turkish Customs port—a dependency of Jeddah. 

Prior to the establishment of the Egyptian Government at Kassala, Sennaar (and 
possibly Khartoum, &e.) trade was conducted in much the same way as Baker and 
Gordon found it being conducted by the Gallabs or importers (principally slave- 
dealers) in Bahr-Gazellc, Kordot'an, and other provinces, namely, by armed caravans. 

Black-mail was certainly levied by powerful Sheikhs in some districts, but prior to 
the establishment of Egyptian power local autonomy was very restricted, and such power 
as Abu Sin's at Gadaref only developed under Government. 

It is barely twelve years since Government supported and opened (under Gordon) 
the Bcrbcr-Suakin road, and set it in competition with Korosko, Abu-Hamed, and the 
Nile Valley. 

If the interior is left alone, therefore, in the first place the Nile Valley road is more 
likely to reopen than Suakin-Berber, Suakin-Kassala, I imagine. 

Again, unless more points (as in Turkish times) on the coast are held, much of 
the coast trade is likely to be contraband. The slaves will, of course, be attracted to 
the coast. 

Besides steamers and stations at various points, native employes and a native dhow 
service or subsidies, and a sort of letters of marque to respectable dhow owners, are, in 
my opinion, necessary to deal with this. 

Altcady I hear of slaves coming from Berber to lllayab, a port near Mount Elba, 
and being embarked and taken on by one of the worthy Dignas. 

I hear of similar traffic on a smaller scale at Ilaboona, near Trinkitat, in spite of 
our constant watching of that part, and lately thirty slaves were run, 1 believe, from a 
point not far north of Massowah, although on our information the Italians sent up a 
torpedo-boat to look. 

There are so many dhow harbours and creeks, and so many small craft come and 
either get cargoes of firewood, or fish for mother-of-pearl shells for days and days, that 
except by good native agents on both coasts, and by making it worth the while of 
some of tlic dhows to keep us well informed, it will prove a very difficult thing to 
deal with. 

T*o..aya, Durur, Trinkitat, Embirami, are all points that require attention. The 
want of money, want of cloth and food, and the lawlessness and unsettled habits induced 
by th. i».'.illion, all tend to produce a recrudescence in the slave trade. 

As to autonomy, well I will only recur to the subject to say that the bulk of the 
tribe . would keep fairly quiet and would encourage trade, hut Ali Bey Bekhoet, of the 
Beni-Ainor- (dead), Ali Bey Chakallai (dead), and Morglmni of Daggah, about the three 
best men 1 know anything of in the Soudan, all look on the Hadendowas as hopeless, and 
propose one remedy—extermination, a result the worthy Hadendowas seem to take every 
tqipoilunUy of contributing to. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) HERBERT CHERMSIDE. 
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No. 24. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—‘(Received October 13.) 

(No. 709.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 2, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose eopies of correspondence which 1 have received 
through the Egyptian War Office on the subject of tlic state of affairs in the Eastern 
Soudan and the negotiations with Abyssinia. 

It is interesting to see, from M. Marcopoli’s Reports, that the bitterness of feeling 
so long existing between Abyssiniam and Egyptians seems now subsiding. 

The maximum expenditure of the Egyptian Government for the release of 
Kassala is fixed in Colonel Chermside’s letter to the Mudir at 300,000 dollars. 

The report of Osman Digna’s defeat and death, though not authenticated, seems 
generally believed. It is reported that he took some of the captive Indians with him 
to Kassala; two died at Tamai. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 24. 


Extracts from the Diary of Marcopoli Rey. 


RAS ALULA says:— 

August 12.—“ I have to complain against the Massowah authorities of their 
unfriendly ways towards the Abyssinian Government. We assisted to bring aivay the 
garrisons of Galabat and Girra, and we lost a great number of our soldiers in this last 
expedition, and we did that for the sake of the English Government and for the 
Khedive’s, and to show them how true w T e are in our friendship. The Negus considers 
Her Majesty the Queen as a mother and the Khedive as his brother. 

“ 2. Besides that, why do you not turn out the Italians from Massowah ? What 
business have they to remain there ? If it was not for the Khedive’s sake I would 
have stopped all communication between Abyssinia and Massowah. Why have you 
allowed them to camp at Sohati ? This is a neutral ground; they mu«t abandon the 
place, &c.” 

3. And the Ras, growing rather excited, rose on his angarel), exclaiming, “ No, 
I w ill not march to the relief of Kassala before I see what the authorities at Massowah 
shall do on these matters.” 

Referring to Saluiali JIarkiko, Debbab, &<\, Marcopoli says:— 

“4. Leaving aside the question of the Italian occupation, I told the Ras that the 
Governor-General had long ago given orders about the arrest of the robbers, but that 
he himself being obliged, owing to the actual state of affairs, to remain at Suakin, and 
the authorities at Massowah employing all the troops for the escort of goods, arms, &c., 
to Abyssinia, could not put their mind entirely to this matter. Now r , how'ever, that 
his Excellency leaves for Kassala, and our soldiers shall he no move busy escorting 
convoys to Aylet, they shall consider it as a duty to put a stop to the raids of the 
robbers. I left him in better dispositions and went home. 

“ 5. August 13.—The caravan came only to-day to Asmara, so I went to the Divan 
and presented to the Ras the presents I had got for him. He has been very much 
pleased, and expressed thanks for the friendship and good-will of the Government. 

“ 9. August 15.—Written to the Mudir of Toka, informing him of the means taken 
by the Government for his relief. Invited Sheikh Mussa of the Beni-Amev to try to 
introduce cattle into Kassala, if he cannot send in corn. Sheikhs Toriss and Mahounned 
Osman leave to-day for JDaga to act accordingly. 

“ 7. August 22.—To-day the Kalifa U Sutli,* sent in a mission by Seyd Osman 
Morglmni from Suakin, came here; seems to he an honest and intelligent "man, and 
feel certain that he shall he of great use; he leaves tlic day after to-morrow for Deinba, 
the head-quarters of the Beni-Amor actually. 

“ 8 August 24.—The money and arms 1 asked from Massowah arrived ibis morn¬ 
ing. There are 50,000 dollars, (510 Remington rifles, and 32,000 cartridges. I wwote 
to Ras Alula offering him the above as a token of friendship from the Egyptian 
Government and for the assistance of Kassala. Ras Alula acknowledges receipt of the 
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Delegate sent by Go\ ernor-General from Suakin to represont Morghaui. 
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money, arms, &c., and Legs me to tliank the Government; adds that he has ordered 
Bolutu Gahro to proceed to the Beni-Amcr and send cattle to Kassala, and that he 
himself would march after St. John’s Feast—on the 2nd Maskarem. 

“ 9. August 25.—Some Arabs came from Demba and reported that a great battle 
took place between the rebels, and that the effect has been rather beneficial to the 
besieged garrison. The Report runs so :— 

“ ‘ Some time ago (in July) Mustafa Hadel, the Emir of the Hadendowas-el-Buhr 
(Atbara) made a raid in the El Gliedcn territory and got a good deal of booty. 
El llassan Wed Iluslii, Emir of the Hadendowas of El Gash, of the Halengas and 
Djaalins, sent to Mustafa claiming his part of the booty; Mustafa refused to give him 
any, telling him that he and his people had not taken part in the raid. 

“ ‘ When Mohammed El O Rod, Chief of the Menau Arabs (Beni-Amcr), heard of 
the death of the Mutemalidi, he advised his people to abandon their dwellings and go and 
join Wed E Guel, the Sheikh of the llamrains, and together to attack the Dervishes 
and take their goods. The Menau started and were proceeding to the south, when 
El llassan Wed Iluslii knew the fact and went after them. lie reached them near 
the Atbara, killed many of them, and took all the cattle, camels, and other property 
and came hack to Khatmeyeh, suburb of lvassala. Mohammed Wed 0 Rod had been 
killed in the fight. 

“ ‘ Now, when Iladel heard of this raid of Wed Huslii, and of the booty taken from 
the Arabs, he sent to him, claiming a part of it. Wed Iluslii refused it on the same 
plea as Iladel did before for the booty of El Gliedcn. 

“ ‘Mustafa Iladel was at Alu Red (10 miles from Kassala), and El llassan Wed 
Huslii at Khatmeyeh. 

“ ‘ Mustafa Iladel sent his cattle and other property to Ebelil (between Alu Red 
and Gos Redjeh), and came to Khatmeyeh, where, finding the camels and cattle 
grazing out, lie took them and returned to Alu Red. Here, too, he plundered the 
village with all this booty; he then proceeded to Ebelil. But El Iluslii was after him, 
and the people of Alu Red joined themselves to him, with the hope of taking back 
their property. 

“‘Wed Huslii overtook Iladel at Ebelil, and a great light took place. Mustafa 
Hadel and the greatest part of his followers were killed; Wed El Iluslii mortally 
wounded. Many of his followers were also killed, but they gained the day and took 
hack not only what, they had lost, but all the property of the defeated party. They 
came back to Khatmeyeh, when' they decided to enter into an agreement with the 
Mudir of Kassala. They sent to him two delegates, the one Suleyman Amach, and 
the other ilushown, and they agreed that the rebels, ilalangas, Djaalins, and Slmku- 
riyehs would go to their ordinary business, planting doom, and without being 
molested by the soldiers, and that the rebels would open a “sook” (market) outside the 
town, whore the inhabitants and soldiers would come and buy whatever they wanted. 
The few of the Hadendowas who escaped death at Ebelil went to Eilik. Such was the 
situation at Kassala on the loth August.’ ’’ 

“10. 2 tilh August. — Balata Gahro leaves this morning for Sanheit, with order to 
proceed to the Beni-Amcr, and, if possible, to El Gedon, and to send provisions to 
Kassala. Balata Gahro will start from Sanheit on Monday, Gist August. I went 
yesterday in tin* night to set' him, olfered him a present in money, and promised him 
1,000 dollars if he could assist Kassala before the arrival of Ras Alula, and I deposited 
the money in the Church of St. Mary; he promised to do his best. 

“Another sum of 500 dollars promised to Basha \ndao, uncle of l!as Alula, il he 
could prevail upon him and make him march one or twodays sooner than the appointed 
time. Money deposited in church. 

“11. 29//i August. ■ - deceived letter from Governor-General to-day; si\ s rumour 
spread at Suakin about surrender of Kassala to rebels on 17th Shav al. This is impossible. 
Last news we had, on the 15th August, garrison was in Kassala; perhaps the rumour 
had originated from the agreement which took place between rebels and Mudir after 
the battle of Ebelil, Bus Alula and Sheikh Musa (Beni-Amcr), to whom L communi¬ 
cated the news, si \ that : 'Then* is no faith to he put on th.il saving. We arc six or 
seven days far from Kassala ; how could > n t ha\c heard of such a capitulation 
Am ordered to proceed to Suakin. 

“ I go in the afternoon to “ike lenv, hut Ba- V1111;i seems lather displeased at this 

departure. He was v : !i '■ min h.t i!! !o* lets he** |V T<*hl me to i-emam 

f ill Bridav, 1st September. 

“12. tils/ August. —Tin* mouc^ has Ixvn given to the dilfereut Chieis to he dis¬ 
tributed to the soldiers for supplies, &c. The same Chiefs assured me that tiny have. 


been ordered by the Ras to he ready, and that they shall march on the 2nd Moharrem. 

“13. 1st September. — Tuesday I go to take leave. Ras Alula very kind; wishes 
me to present his respectful compliments to the English and the Khedive. 

“11. 1 hanked him, telling him that his friendship was tin* greatest favourite had 
bestow'ed, and that 1 hoped to he hack soon again to congratulate him upon his 
triumphal return with the relieved garrison of Kassala. I left in the afternoon, and 
came to Massowah on Thursday at night, 3rd instant. 

“ 15. I have been much pleased to observe during the some days I remained at 
Asmara, that the Egyptians are looked upon by the Abyssinians as good friends, and 
they both live together in the best terms. When the Abyssinian soldiers meet the 
Egyptian ones at Aylet they pass the day together in the most friendly way, and the 
term ‘Turk,’ which was used some time ago as an insulting word, "has quite 
disappeared from the Abyssinian mouths. Unfortunately, the Italians are looked 
upon with intense hatred, and I fear very much that before long, if they do not take 
some measures to conn.* to some good understanding, some difficulties shall arise 
between them. 

“ I observed also with pleasure that the soldiers who w r ei*e accompanying me from 
Aylet to Asmara, and who remained with me all the time, had been allowed to keep 
their arms, a thing wliich had not been allowed even to the escort of Admiral Ilewett 
and Mason Bey. 

“ 16. Ras Alula spoke in the highest terms of His Highness the Khedive, and of the 
friendly terms his letters are written, and T believe that as long as the Egyptian 
Government remain at Massowah the Abyssinians will not he openly hostile to the 
Italians. Until now ‘ les Abyssincs sont censes d’ignorer’ the political existence of 
the Italians at Massowah. They have no relations w'ith them concerning Massowah, 
and they apply always to the Egyptian authorities when they want something, or they 
have something to complain. 

“ I believe that now' it is useless to send another mission up to Ras Alula; this shall 
only detain him. 

“17. TheGhirra garrison arc at Wolkayt, properly fed and clad by the Abyssinian 
Government, according to the statement of Ras Alula. It is impossible now for the 
Egyptian Government to come to their assistance. 1 asked Ras Alula if we could 
send them any money or cloth, and he answered that ow r ing to the season no one could 
reach the. Wolkavl. The Ixceaye River shall he fordable in the end of September, the 
rain shall have ceased, the grass shall he burnt down, and then the garrison could he 
sent up to Asmara, not before the end of October or beginning of November.” 

(Forwarded for information of his Excellency Nubar Basha and Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Agent.) 

(Signed) HERBERT CIIERMSIDE, Colonel. 

September 22, 1885. 


Inolosurc 2 in No. 24. 

Colonel Cher inside to E/hat Pasha. 

Suakin, September 5, 1885. 

EE11AT BASRA'S compliments, &e., and hopes soon to see you. 

Owing to the untrue bad news enucerning Kassala, which reached Suakin 
by various source*; in the beginning of Zul Kadeh, I received a message that my 
special money credit from the British Government was withdrawn. 1 therefore 
communicate this information to von, which cancels my letter of the 14th August, 
I8S5, as to 600,000 dollars lot* the evacuation of Kassala. Wo therelore conic hack to 
my former arrangement of 30U,000 dollars as the total maximum expenses lor 
tribes, Kassala people, and Abyssinians if o > uccessPul evacuation; Abyssinians have, 
already had "0,000 dollars from me. 

Do not he in the least discouraged at this news, which of course as a matter 
of system (“assttl ”) must pass on to you. Hoping soon to see vou and \ottr gallant 
troops in safety. 

(Signed) 


HERBERT CIIERMSIDE, Colonel. 









Inclosure 3 in No. 24. 


Information of Spies and others that have entered Suakin from the 28 th August to 

'12nd September, 1885. 

SINCE the affair at Shenab the place has been deserted, and there is no bazaar 
there or at Ro way yah. 

The Amarar Sheikhs, through fear of Osman Digna, pretend to be his friends, 
but are not. They have sent into the Amarar districts, calling on all Arabs to come 
and consult whether they shall come and ask for pardon or not yet. 

A spy, sent to try to rescue Indian prisoners from the rebels, went to Handoub, 
and was sent from there by Mahommed Fie to Tamai to join the rebels. At Tamai 
he heard that seven Indians had been captured; two have died, and five were 
taken Avith Osman Digna to Kassala. On this expedition Osman Digna was defeated 
with a loss of 3,050 men by Saul Hussein. He Avas at first said to have been 
killed, but afterwards to have escaped with only nine men. There Avas no news of the 
Indians. 

Tokar is well covered with grain, but the people live in fear of an attack. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 24. 

Deposition of Ahmed Maggrab ( Khorbab ) Belail Ahmed ( Ashraff). 

HAVE come to see Morghani to ask for flags of truce; ask where they are to go, 
or where they are to come. 

They heard of the death of Osman Digna three days before they left Tokar, 
were tAvo days on road to Agig, remained at Agig ten days, two days in sambo uk* to 
Suakin. 

Osman Digna Avas killed by a HadendoAva in battle with a spear; no letter came 
about it; it is the talk of the Arabs. They do not knoAV the name of the place, but it 
was on the Gash. The garrison of Kassala delivered to Mohammed Moussa, and 
joined Avith him, and when Osman Digna went there, they fought and defeated him 
(all hearsay). At Tokar there are the Artiga, Ashraff, Khorbab, Hassanab, Aysab. 

The plantations are very large, all grain. There are not many men, but many 
women. Moussa Feyyi is Amer of rebels at Tokar; they have no guns or rifles. 

They are taking taxes If dollars per camel, | dollar on men, Avomen, and children 
(each); all are paying. 

All are rebels except the Asliraffs and Khorbabs. 

(Signed) ALF. B. BREWSTElt. 

Suakin , September 22, 1885. 


Memorandum. 

This news is principally important, as showing sincere belief of Tokar tribes 
in Osman Digna’s death. Their tendered submission is, as regards tribes mentioned, 
quite unimportant. 

(Signed) H. C. 

September 22, 1885. 


No. 25. 

Mr, Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 13.) 

(No. 710.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 2, 1885. 

i HAVE the honour to inclose copies of correspondence respecting the state 
of affairs in the Soudan, and the advance ot the Dervish force from Dongola. 

The successes of the Sennaar garrison are confirmed. 


* Sambouk, a large boat or felucca. 
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Mohammed-el-Kheir is said to have left Berber to join the rebel forces in 
Dongola, where the rebels appear to be in greater force than Avas generally supposed. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 25. 

Gherghes Salib to the Minister of the Interior. 

TWO men Avho have arrived at Assouan from the south state that the Mahdi's 
death Avas caused by poison, administered by one of his Avivcs. A suspicion of this 
having arisen at the moment of his burial, it Avas proposed to put to death all the 
Avomen from Khartoum avIio ay ere married to rebels, but the Mahdi’s successor, having 
himself married one of these Avomen, prevented it. 

The Khalifa (the Mahdi’s successor) sent against Sennaar 13,000 men, under 
Walad-el-Ngoumi and Abu Ghanga, aaTio were completely defeated. Thereupon the 
Khalifa sent all the inhabitants of Khartoum to Omdurman, from fear of their joining 
the Sennaar garrison on their appearance. The inhabitants arc all disposed to submit 
to the Khedive’s troops, and to live in peace. 

The Mahdists have made several expeditions to the Shalak Islands, and returned 
Avith slaves. 


Letter from Saleh Bey Hussein to the Minister of the Interior, dated September 14, 1885. 

TWO Ababdeh Bedouins, eight days from Abu Ilamed, deny the death of 
Khalifa Abdallah, Avho, they say, is still at Khartoum. 

Mohammed-el-Kheir, Ameer of Berber, had left for Dongola. 

Wheat, 12 dollars the ardeb. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 25. 

General Grenfell to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, September 30, 1885. 

OFFICERS commanding patrol of two steamers and Egyptian Camel Corps 
report from Saad in Fauti that they have taken fifteen prisoners, and that fifty 
Dervishes haA r e advanced north of Kaibar. Mohaninicd-el-Khcir is reported as 
advancing from Merawe Avith 3,000 men. The desertions from enemy arc not cor¬ 
roborated. I am sending the company of mounted infantry to Akasheh. Great 
discontent and expression of disloyalty among refugees. I propose to send small 
number of English and Egyptian troops to Derawe. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 25. 

General Grenfell to Colonel Parr. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, October 1, 1885. 

PASS this to Egerton:— 

“ Ventris wires that Lloyd, AA r riting from Kaibar on the 29th, says people of 
Mahass expect Dervishes daily, and report 1,000 men under Abd-el-Majid Khojali at 
Hafir. ScA r en shots fired by camel men on AA r est bank at steamers. Native report 
large number men on foot advancing toAvards Kohch. Lloyd believes, from statement 
of Dervishes, intend to advance shortly. He says he cannot get truth from Sheikhs 
of Mahass, avIio arc, he believes, in Avith the Dervishes. I agree Avith Colvile in his 
belief that an adA r ance Avill be made into the Sukhot district.” 


(091] F 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 25. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Luxor, October 1, 1885. 

COLVILE believes that the men at Ilarfir are greatly understated. He 
estimates force in Dongola and north at 7,000 men. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 25. 

General Grenfell to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan , October 2, 1885. 

MOIIAMMED-EL-KHETR reported at Debbeli with reinforcements. 


No. 26. 

Sir J. S. Lumley to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 13.) 

(No. 195.) 

My Lord, Rome, October 8, 1885. 

ALTHOUGH it is generally considered in this country as impossible for Italy to 
retire from the position she has taken in the Red Sea, and it is asserted that no Minister, 
statesman, or member of either House of Parliament would venture to propose the recall 
of the Italian troops from Massowah, the mode in which the occupation of that place was 
effected, and the conditions under which it is still held, are far from being universally 
approved of, even by many of those who supported the Government, and amongst whom 
warning voices are heard remarking not only on the unsatisfactory tenure by which it is 
held, with the Egyptian flag flying side by side with the Italian colours, hut also calling 
attention to the dangers to which such an occupation may lead. 

The “ Opinione,” which, as the organ of M. Minghctti, supports the Government, 
says that the proposal to withdraw the Italian troops from Massowah is one that ought 
not even to be mooted in a free and independent country acting on a serious line of 
policy. 

But there is a technical and diplomatic point that is always hovering over Italy with 
regard to her occupation of Massowah, and that is its recognition by Turkey. The 
matter is not one that can be set aside or treated lightly, for the day may come wdien 
this want of legitimate title to Massowah may be a cause of injury to the nation. 

No doubt Massowah is superior to Assab, but only on one condition can it maintain 
that superiority, namely, that the risks attached to it for Italy should not exceed the 
advantages of its possession, which by no means deserve to be exaggerated. 

But while no one objects to the possession of Assab by Italy, that of Massowah may 
be disputed by Turkey or by certain States who through Turkey may seek to annoy us. 
Wherever the Italian flag Hies the honour of Italy is engaged, and Massowah is much too 
small an object, economically or politically speaking, that we should expose ourselves to 
doubts and dangers such as those we have referred to. 

Since we are at Massowah we must remain and fortify ourselves there, but we ought 
to legitimatize our possessions by an agreement with Turkey, who can have no reason tor 
rejecting the demand of the Italian Government. 

This, however, should be effected in a precise manner and with the support of 
friendly Powers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. SAYILE LUMLEY. 





19 

No. 28. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Malet. 

(No. 447.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 14, 1885. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 459 of the 28th ultimo, 
forwarding copy of the note by which you had communicated to the German Government 
the draft of the proposed law for the regulation of the foreign press in Egypt, I have to 
request that you will take an opportunity of asking Count Bismarck that Her Majesty's 
Government may be favoured at an early date with the views of the German Government 
on the subject, as Tigrane Pasha is now discussing the matter with the French Govern¬ 
ment at Paris. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 29. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Viscount Lyons. 

(No. 815.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, October 14, 1885. 

I HAVE received Sir J. Walsham’s despatch No. CGI, Confidential, of the 6th 
instant, reporting a conversation he has had with Tigrane Pasha on the subject of the 
proposed Egyptian Press Law' for foreigners. 

With reference to Tigrane Pasha’s inquiry, whether the draft law had been com¬ 
municated to other Pow ers, I inclose a copy of the Circular instruction which I addressed 
on the 15th ultimo to Her Majesty’s Representatives at Berlin, Vienna, Rome, and 
St. Petersburgh on the subject, and which has, in each case, been duly acted on. 

None of the Governments thus addressed have as yet expressed an opinion upon the 
draft law', but I am now addressing a despatch to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, 
instructing him to ask the German Government for an expression of their views. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 30. 

Colonel Deciles to Sir .1. Pauncefote.—(Received October 15.) 

Sir, War Office, October 14, 1885. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd instant, l am directed by the Secretary of 
State for War to transmit to you, for the information of the Marquis of Salisbury, the 
accompanying copy of a letter which has been received at this Office from Lieutenant- 
General Sir F. C. A. Stephenson, K.C.B., and l am to state that, in deference to his 
views and those of Mr. Egerton, it is not proposed to make any further reduction in the 
strength in Egypt at the present moment, but, in the event of the disappearance of the 
Dervishes from the Province of Dongola, the question will be again considered. 

1 llflVP /frf* 

(Signed) ’ H. G. DEEDES. 


m Inclosure in No. 30. 


No. 27. 


Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Sir R. Thompson. 


Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 14, 115 v.M.) 

(No. 469.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October It, 1885. 

MY telegram No. 466. 

From Marcopoli’s report, as received here by post to-day, it appears on Digna’s 
arrival at Kassala the rebels took possession of town and fortifications, and Mudir was 
taken prisoner, refusing to receive letters brought by messengers. 


Sir, Head-quarters, Cairo, September 20, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1 Lth instant, 
inclosing copies of a letter from Sir E. Baring and of a Memorandum from Lord 
Wolselcy. 

With reference to the suggestion of a further reduction of the British military force 
in Egypt, I am of opinion that it is not advisable at the present moment to withdraw 
any portion ol that force from this country. 

'['he Soudan is in a very unsettled state, and until the relations of the hostile tribes 
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1ow.rdsE.ypt are placed on a more satisfactory footing than at present, I think that 

present force'now in this country ^1^," force, it has been 

Since the abondomment o YoqO men, composed to a large extent of 

occupied by an armed forceof».«°° *” is « } )ortc d to be at Hatir, about 

Dervishes, and accompa" ^" mme^oV the Sheikhs of the districts still further north 
have already been^nduced to go over to them and they have endeavoured to extend 
their influence to within 40 01 50 mi es o <• • this coun try is not in excess 

Under these circumstances tisf. troops wodd, moreover, act 

^rr^^u^etenT^^stm’^rther advance of the enemy, and would seriously 

any further reduction of the British troops now in Egypt aUh's moment. 

(Signed) ’ FRKD. STEPHENSON. 


No. 81. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 327. Ext. 236.) Foreign Office, October 15, 1885. ^ 

S ' r ’ WITII referenco to previous cMMpoi^o^^tteanbjMji^M^WiB^^Blimt^ 

mBlunt cannotTiwiv'e hi Bgypt in^c to tlmtriad 

settle with the 'plaintiff, and to bring a cross 

^MlxMunt lias consequently postponed the 

best^W^VSS: informing him at'thl’same time that Mr. Blunt 
vill remit the necessary money immediately. j am> &c 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 32. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 330.) Foreign Office, October 15, 1885. 

rCfUg X may hear this statement in mind ^^"7^aS 

— on this account, without previous 

reference to me. x am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 33. 

Sir E. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.— (Received Octobci 19.) 

(No. 499.) Berlin, October 17, 1885. 

My Lord, t desateh No. 447 of the 14th instant, 

instlt™m"s VZoX reply from the German Government as to their 
* To Treasury, August 25 ; Treasury, October 5. 1885. 
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views respecting the proposed Law for the foreign press in Egypt, I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that on the 14th instant I earnestly begged Count Bismarck to 
give his attention to the subject. I recalled to his mind the very serious inconvenience 
which had been caused in Egypt by the manner in which the question of the foreign 
press was treated by a foreign Power, and I expressed the earnest hope that the 
Imperial Government would consent to the Law submitted for consideration by Her 
Majesty’s Government. I said that I felt sure that the speedy assent of the Imperial 
Government would he viewed with special satisfaction by your Lordship. 

Count Bismarck promised me to push the matter forward, and to state the views 
of the German Government as soon as possible. 

I shall take the first opportunity to press the matter again upon his attention. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 

P.S.—Since writing the above Count Bismarck has informed me that the German 
Government see no objection to the draft Law on the press submitted by your Lordship 
for their consideration, and that he will write a note to say that they are ready to give 
their consent to it. 

E. B. M. 


No. 34. 


Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received October 20.) 

(No. 726.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 11, 1885. 

WITH reference to your No. 317 of the 2nd ultimo, inclosing two despatches, 
Nos. 616 and 617, from Sir John Walsham, on the subject of the negotiations with 
France for the Egyptian Press Law, I have the honour to inclose copies of three 
telegrams which have passed between Tigrane and Nubar Pashas. 

The former, despairing of a better arrangement, has proposed to establish a 
difference of treatment between foreigners publishing a native newspaper and those 
who write in a foreign language. 

Nubar Pasha appeared, under the circumstances, disposed to accept this distinction 
so long as the Egyptian Government he permitted to act administratively as at 
Constantinople, in the ease of all foreigners, publishers of a newspaper in Arabic or 
Turkish, and the French Minister did not seem inclined to view this compromise with 
disfavour. 

Consequently, Nubar Pasha was about to send tho inclosed draft telegram this 
morning; hut I ventured to suggest that it might he better to delay before accepting 
the principle of the distinction of language, and, instead of this, to tell Tigrane Pasha 
not to abandon for the present the old lines, as it must he patent to all with a sense of 
justice that the standpoint of the French Government is not a fair one, nor one w hich 
invites the support of the public opinion of Europe. 

The compromise proposed, though it may have temporary advantages, seems to 
consecrate a false principle. 

I said further, that as Her Majesty’s Government w r ere actively supporting the 
Egyptian Draft Press Law, it would be a mistake, without consultation, to abandon the 
principle of uniform administration of the Press Law. 

There w r as always time later to attempt to arrive at tho very unsatisfactory 
arrangement proposed. 

Nubar Pasha has complied with my wish, and telegraphed accordingly to 
Tigrane Pasha. 

I venture to beg that your Lordship may inform Sir John "Walsham and myself 
of your views on this subject at your Lordship’s earliest possible convenience. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


G 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 31. 

Tigratie Pasha to Nubar Pasha. 

(Telegraphique.) Paris, le 7 Octobre, 1885. 

ACCEPTEZ-VOUS arrangement qui soustrait journal en langue Europeennc a 
action administrative mais qui nous laisse compltffement libres pour journal en langue 
indigene, quel que soit l’editeur ? Cet arrangement pourrait etre appliqud a titre 
d'essai pour ddlai a determiner. D’apres conversation eonfidentielle ct amicale, le 
Vicomte de Herbert n’a aucun espoir que notre projet soit accepte. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 34. 

Nubar Pasha to Tigrane Pasha. 

(Telegraphique.) Cairo, le 7 Octobre, 1885. 

RE £17 votre telegramme du 7 Octobre courant. 

Pour moi question journaux en langue Europeennc peu importante tant qu’il y a 
occupation etrangere; question principale journaux en langue indigene. Gouverne- 
ment Erancais consent-il a admettre notre droit de traitor administrativement, comme 
a Constantinople, tout journal’ public en Arabe on en Turc par un etrangcr ou protege 
etrangcr r Cost ce point que vous devez tacber de fa ire reconnaitre. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 34. 

Tigrane Pasha to Nubar Pasha. 

(Telegraphique.) Paris, to 9 Octobre, 1885. 

RE£U lettre du 25 ct dcpeclie du 7. 

Vu Miuistre des Affaires Etrangcues. Par esprit de conciliation ct cn prenaut pour 
}>ase projet Erancais il est dispose a I'airc examiner question de l’etablisscment d’une 
distinction entre journal en Erancais ct langue indigene. Ces derniers scront traites 
administrativement memo s’ils sont publics par un Erancais. C’cst la langue qui 
determine la categoric ct pas la personne. Arrangement peut etre applique pour delai 
limite a titre d’essai. Lui avoir dit que vous [ ? ] jusqu’a present. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 34. 

Draft of Telegram from Nubar Pasha to Tigrane Pasha. 

SI impossible fairc accepter notre projet, j’acccpte en principe la distinction 
proposde. II faudrait toutefoiscounaitre la veritable port do du traitement administratif 
a appliquer aux journaux publics cn langue indigene par un etrangcr et savoir surtout 
si le Gouvernement aurait le droit de fori nor Pimprimerie au cas ou un journal suspendu 
ou supprime continuerait a paraitre, ou quelle autre sanction serait-on dispose a 
reconnaitre'au Gouvernement, ct si en tout cas une action judiciaire en dommages- 
interets resterait ouverte pour Piinprimeur ou editeur etrangers qui publient un 
journal en langue indigene. Commeut le Gouvernement Erancais cntcnd-il ces 
questions ? 


No. 35. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury. —( Received October 20.) 

(No. 728.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 12, 1885. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 694 of the 24th September on the subject 
of the Domains and Nubar Pasha’s suggestions for the diminution of the deficit, I 
have the honour to inform your Lordship that after M. Bouteron’s return Mr. Gibson, 
Cliekil Pasha, the Egyptian Domains Commissioner, and Mr. Ornsteiu, of the Finance 
Department, have, at Nubar Pasha’s suggestion, thoroughly discussed with the French 
Commissioner the question of the letting of the land now farmed by the Domains 
Administration at so much cost. 
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The lands in the Province of Charkyeli were first treated of, and the Governor of 
the province consulted as to whether the letting prices fixed by the Domains Admi¬ 
nistration could be obtained. The result of this examination proved that lands could 
be let, in some cases, even at higher rates. 

It would be necessary in many instances to sell cattle on account to tenants, and 
to lease the locomobile and centrifugal irrigation pumps ; to this M. Bouteron was at 
first adverse, but, ou the whole, nobody canid have been apparently more conciliatory 
and fair than M. Bouteron, thus called upon, immediately on his return, to reverse a 
system pursued for so many years, and in which lie sees the danger of an accumulation 
of bad debts, and other objections most serious in the eyes of so exact an accountant 
as he is. 

“ This letting of all the land is an experiment,” he says, “ which 1 am perfectly 
willing to make. I do not say that it may not give good results. Let it be tried.” 

Mr. Gibson, whose opinion is founded ou a practical experience of the provinces 
possessed by few Europeans here, is strongly in favour of the change proposed. 

If the information given by the Mudir of Charkyeli be borne out by results 
throughout the country, by the proposed letting of the lands non- farmed by the 
Domains, the deficit on them, now so onerous to the State, will disappear. 

According to the Mudir, the 21,000 acres the Domains have kept in ihcir own 
hands in that province will, if let, bring in a rental of 07,000/. per annum. 

It is decided at once to let all the Domain lands in the Provinces of Charkyeli 
and Assiout, and also to consult the Mudirs of the Provinces of Gizeh and Menoufieh, 
with a view to at once letting everything the Domains possess in those provinces 
also. 

The change then has commenced which has been so long advocated by Cherif 
Paslia, ltiaz Pasha, and other leading Egyptians, viz., the abandonment of the system 
of direct farming by the Domains. 

It is difficult to believe the immediate results of the change will be as brilliant as 
anticipated by some, and even by Nubar Pasha; but it is well to make the 
experiment, as nothing can be less satisfactory than the present state of things, and 
if M. Bouteron heartily enters into the new arrangements, and at once makes the 
diminution of personnel and other administrative economies which they entail, it is 
probable that Nubar’s iusistance on this change may have a satisfactory financial 
result. 

I understand that the expenses of administration, both of the central office and 
estates, are to be reduced to a maximum of 50,000/. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEltTON. 


No. 36. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury,—(Received October 20.) 

(No. 729.) 

My Lord, ^ _ Cairo, October 12, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose prdeis of correspondence received from Suakin on 
the subject of the Abyssinian expedition for the relief of Kassala. 

The rumours from Kassala were to the effect that a truce had been concluded for 
three months from the 30th July with the Jaaliu and llalenga tribes; the garrison 
retained possession of their arms and ammunition; no rebels were admitted to the 
town, but 100 soldiers were sent out as security for bringing in provisions. The 
Hadcndowas were fighting among themselves. 

Senaar is being strengthened by desertions from the rebels, and commands the 
surrounding country. 

Abu Sin is at Omdurmau, using his influence to quiet factions. 

Osman Digna had arrived at Kufit with 3,000 men, and lias Alula was marching 
on that place with a large force. 

Whatever bo the outcome of the Abyssinian expedition, it is clear that the manage¬ 
ment from Suakin, which has brought together a force of 10,000 Abyssinians equipped 
with modern weapons, and with all its “ train ” supplied by the Moslem tribes, their 
traditional foes, and which has induced them to march to the plains to rescue am 
Egyptian garrison, must have been very skilful and patiently persevering. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 36. 

Precis of Letter from Marcopoli Bey to Colonel Chermsule. 

Massowah, September 20, 1885. 

NO news from Kassala or Asmara. Many rumours about Kassala, but 
impossible to ascertain truth. The rebels are said to have received the muzzle- 
loading muskets, and the regulars to retain the Remingtons and guns. Marcopoli 
Bey proposed to leave for Asmara and, perhaps, Sanlieit. 

The expedition against the robber Debbab had left. It consisted of 550 men. 
It would probably be a failure as regards the capture of Debbab, but would show the 
Abyssinians that something was being done. 

Scnaar is said to be the refuge of all officers and soldiers who can escape the 
rebels: the garrison number over 10,000, and the country all round has submitted to 
them. 

Awad-el-Kerim Pasha, Abu Sin, is at Omdurman. Some of the Mahdi’s 
relatives wanted to dispute the right of Abdallali-el-Bagari to the title of Khalifa. 
Abu Sin insisted on their remaining quiet, until they see what the Government intend 

to do. 

Pre'cis of Letter from Abd-el-Kader Agha (Colonel Chermside's Delegate to Ras Alulu to 
accompany the Expedition) to Izzet Bey, Sub-Governor of Massowah. 

September 14, 1885. 

Osman Digna is said to have effected a concentration at Kufit. Ras Alula has 
started with his army. Reports from Kassala say a truce has been made for three 
months from the 30tli July: nothing has been delivered to the rebels, but the Mudir 
sent out 100 soldiers to the rebels as security for bringing in provisions. The Mudir 
has also stipulated that none of them is admitted into the town. Kassala will be 
surrendered if not relieved within three months. 


Statement of Khalifa Mansour (the Messenger who last year brought the First Reply from 

General Gordon). 

Returning from Shcndy to Massowah he passed south of Kassala to Gad-ien, 
where he saw several soldiers of the Kassala garrison, who told him the garrison had 
made an agreement with the Jaalin andllalenga: there was no massacre; all the 
arms and ammunition are in the town. The Iladendowas claim the town as they have 
been besieging it so long, but are quarrelling and fighting among themselves. 

Suakin, September 23, 1885. 


Letter from Sheikh Mohammed Moussa, of the Beni Amers, to Seyyid Mohammed Osman-cl- 
Morghani, written on the march from Asmara to Kassala with Ras Alula's Force, 
September 13, 1885. 

Says writer has completed the collection of everything necessary for transport 
and supply of Abyssinian column, also the camel train for the Moudirieli of Kassala. 
lie has also procured all the oxen required for Commissariat. 


Iuclosure 2 in No. 3G. 

Report by Mahomed Musa , of Beni Amers. 

LETT Sanlieit on the 19tli September and arrived at Massowah on the 21th 
September. 

1. Osman Digna arrived at Kaufit with 3,000 men. 

2. Has Alula arrived at Sanlieit; from there he sent ten horsemen (live of them 
Hem Amers, and five of them Abyssinians) to get news about Osman Digna and his 
men. 

3. The horsemen returned to Sanheit and reported to Ras Alula that Osman 
Digna had arrived at Kaufit with 3,000 men. 
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4. Ras Alula with a large force started for Kaufit accompanied by the Sheikhs 
who are with him, via lvliur Birkct. When Sheikh Mahomed Musa arrived at, 
Sanheit, Ras Alula had already started. 


No. 37. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 20.) 

(No. 731.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 12, 1885. 

I HAD the honour to inform your Lordship, in my despatch No. 580 of the 
10th August, of the complaints of the Dongola refugees at the loss of their slaves 
manumitted on their arrival in Egypt. 

I have been constantly referred to on this subject, for both the Mudir and (tenoral 
Grenfell report that the dissatisfied owners and the freed slaves are giving trouble. 

The latter may be made soldiers of, but the former are very clamorous and 
disaffected, and besides that many arc in real poverty, deprived of the slaves by whom 
they have been accustomed to carry on their agricultural labours. 

Nubar Pasha proposed to give these some compensation, but the sum necessary 
for such compensation will, from what General Baker informs me, amount to 15,000k 
or 20,000/., a sum which the Egyptian Finance Department is not prepared to provide. 
Indeed, a calculation made at the Finance Department brought the possible outlav to 
60,000/. 

I have been constantly asked, too. Avliether Her Majesty’s Government would not 
be willing in this matter to make some compensation on the ground of their respon¬ 
sibility for the operations ending in the evacuation of Dongola. Of course, J could 
not give the slightest encouragement to the hope of any assistance from Her Majesty’s 
Government to those who tied from Dongola to escape the Mahdi. 

Still, the case is a hard one, and one for which, indirectly, we are not wholly 
without responsibility. It is true that most of the refugees, had Dongola been last 
year evacuated by the Mudir, would have remained in the country. They left Dongola 
this year either because they had made money, or were compromised during the 
English occupation, or from mere force of example, the latter probably the majority. 

The whole matter is a very difficult one. There is no sum available from the 
Egyptian Budget excepting under the head of “Soudan expenditure,” and it will lie 
out of the question to give from that any but very partial relief. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. KG EH TON. 


No. 3b. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 20.) 

(No. 731.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 12, 1885. 

IN my despatch No. 545 of the 27th .Inly, I informed your Lordship that the 
Egyptian Government and General Grenfell were desirous of promoting trade uith the 
south, in hopes that after the death of the Mahdi the rebels would remain quiet ; but 
now, on thi' representation of General Grenfell, that the rebels who are advancing and 
have tired on his patrols are fed from grain from the north, it has been judged 
expedient to stop all convoys to Dong'da. 

The loss of the commanding positions of Debbeh and Dongola is now, I foel 
confident, the great obstacle to the pacification of the Western Soudan. With Seuaar 
loyal, strong, and supplied with steamers, and the Nile to Debbeh in the hands of the 
Government, l have little doubt that the intermediate country would have submitted 
shortly after the death of the Mahdi. The Baggaras, the prime factors in the rebellion 
in the west (as the Iladendowas have been in the *ast), would in all probability then 
have retired to their homes in the south. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 
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No. 39. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 39. 


Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury. — (Received October 20.) 

(No. 73G. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 13, 1885. 

SINCE my arrival here early in July I have been constantly appealed to in 
questions arising between the Egyptian army and gendarmerie respecting the earning 
out of the system established by Lord Northbrook of filling up the latter by trained 
soldiers from the army. 

Lord Northbrook, in framing the normal Budget, cut £ E. 96,047 off the army 
expenditure, -which is now fixed at £ E. 130,975. 

Part of the Egyptian army, however, is now employed in the frontier force, and 
the expenditure of this comes under the Soudan Bureau for the present; consequently 
the reduction in number of the force of the army has not yet been made to any great 
extent, owing to the threatening attitude of the rebels near the frontier. 

It must be remembered, however, that in future years there will be no extra¬ 
ordinary Soudan fund to draw upon. 

The gendarmerie and police, w ith a budget of £ E. 247,000 per annum, is, as I have 
informed jour Lordship, almost entirely recruited under Lord Northbrook’s system 
from the Egyptian army. I say almost entirely, for General Baker has lately recruited 
a large battalion of about 1,000 blacks (for which, by the way, there seems to have 
been great difficulty in getting the Khedive’s acquiescence to the appointment of 
European officers, owing, probably, to the great jealousy felt of foreigners in responsible 
official places under the Ministry of the Interior.) 

Luring the spring and early summer, owing to the operations on the Nile, General 
Baker did not press for the carrying out of the arrangement come to for passing men 
to his force from the army, but he was getting so short of men that both Nubar 
Pasha, General Stcphensop, and I strongly urged the Egyptian army authorities to 
hand over the men required. 

Regimental officers are naturally disinclined to deplete their regiments, and there 
has been, and inevitably will be, some difficulty in carrying out the arrangement made, 
flow ever, now the difficulty for the present has been got over by General Grenfell’s 
orders to make over the men from a whole battalion (the 7th) of the Egyptian army, 
which it is decided to disband, as well as 250 others drafted from various other regi¬ 
ments. 

On this subject I have received two official Communications from General 
Grenfell, which I inclose herewith. 

As regards what the General says in the concluding paragraph of his letter of the 
7th instant, respecting the influence of the English officers of the Egyptian army, I 
am happy to bear testimony to the consideration in which they are held here. 

The high tone and diameter of these officers, and their devotion to their duties 
and to those under their orders, is thoroughly appreciated in this country, and has done 
much for the credit of the English name amongst the Egyptians. 

I have also the honour to inclose a communication L received from General Baker, 
putting his view, and to my mind a very natural one, pre\ious to learning that 
General Grenfell would disband a battalion, and make over to him the men. 

It is fortunate that this very remarkable officer and able organizer is gifted 
with so much patience, for I know his difficulties this year owing to the delay 
in carrying out the arrangements come to by Lord Northbrook seem to have been very 
great. 

I am glad to be able to report that the most excellent personal relations exist 
between General Baker and General Grenfell, so that the modifications of system, if 
necessary to be made, can be discussed in the most friendly spirit. 

As I understand that Sir II. Drummond Wolff, in his expected visit here, will 
give his attention to the military question, l have nothing further to add to this state¬ 
ment respecting the practical difficulties in earning out the present system of filling 
up the gendarmerie, which in theory seems a perfectly sound one. 

31 ay I request that this despatch may be considered strictly confidential, as 
G,acral Grenfell has marked his communication so? 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EL WIN II. EGEltTON. 


Major-Genei al Grenfell to Mr. Eger ton. 

Sir, Assouan, September 30, 1885. 

AS I have received letters, both from General Baker and Mr. Vincent, asking me 
to supply men from the Egyptian Army of the Frontier Field Force for the gendar¬ 
merie, I think it advisable to send you the opinion of Colonel Colville, A.A.G., for 
intelligence as to the danger of weakening our forces here at this moment. In his 
opinion I cordially agree. 

I am now 463 men under the proper strength laid down by Lord Wolseley for 
the native army of the frontier ; 150 of these I have already passed to the police. 

On receiving a telegram from Mr. Vincent I applied to General Stephenson for 
instructions ; bis answer was that no men could now r be sent. 

I am fully aware that an eventual reduction will take place, but I am sure that 
this is not the time to make it; I have even applied for further reinforcements of 
British troops. 

I am most anxious to assist General Baker as much as possible, but it is impos¬ 
sible to meet such large demands during a time of anxiety like the present; I have, 
however, proposed to the Acting Sirdar a scheme for supplying more men from the force 
now in Lower Egypt. 

I should bo greatly obliged if you would explain to General Commanding the 
Gendarmerie, the Finance Minister, and, if you should deem it necessary, Sir E. 
Baring, the reason why I am unable to supply any men at present from the" Frontier 
Field Force. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. GRENFELL, Sirdar. 


Colonel Colville, C.B., A.A.G, Intelligence, 

I have received an intimation from the Finance Minister in Cairo that for 
purposes of economy it is proposed to reduce the force of Egyptian army in Upper 

Egypt. 

The force as laid down by Lord Wolseley w r as :— 

Akaslm: 1 strong battalion Soudanese Camel Corps, Mounted Infantry (not 
raised) 

Haifa : 1 Egyptian battalion, 1 Egyptian battery of artillery, 
lvorosko : 1 Egyptian battalion. 

Assouan: 2 Egyptian battalions, 1 squadron of cavalry, section of Camel 
Corps. 

Originally two battalions were proposed for Akasha, but at my request Lord 
Wolseley allowed me to reduce the force by one battalion, to enable ine to assist the 
police by taking the Alexandria guards. 

I have since detached 150 men at the urgent request of General Baker. 

I desire your opinion as to whether the situation is such that a further reduction 
is possible, the force being now 4G3 men below its proper strength. 

(Signed) F. GRENFELL, Major-General , 

Sirdar. 


His Excollency the G. O. C. F. F. Force and Sirdar, E.A., 

In my opinion the present is a most inopportune moment to reduce the force in 
Upper Egypt. A large body of Dervishes, whose intentions are avowedly hostile, is 
now in possession of the Province of Dongola, and may at any time advance to the 
north. If it does not do so it will only be because it is deterred by fear of the 
garrisons of Akasha, Haifa, Ac. The arrival of strong reinforcements at these posts 
would very probably indefinitely postpone attack ; the withdrawal of any portion of the 
present garrison would, 1 believe, infallibly invite it. 

(Signed) H. E. COLVILLE, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

A.A.G., Int., F RR 

Assouan, September 30, 1885. 
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Inclosuro 2 in No. 39. 

Major-General Grenfell to Mr. Egerton. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Assouan, October 7, 1885. 

IN compliance with arrangements which were made during the stay in Egypt of 
Lord Northbrook in the autumn of 1884, I have given directions that, in addition to 
230 men already supplied, the 7tli Battalion of the Egyptian army should be prepared 
forthwith for transfer to the gendarmerie. 

2. At the same time, I think it my duty to inform your Excellency that in 
consequence of the state of affairs on the Egyptian frontier it is impossible for the 
Egyptian army to comply with any further demands and to remain efficient, and that 
the present course, if persisted in, will not only cause the Egyptian army to have far 
too large a proportion of recruits, but will, in my opinion, lead to the break-up of this 
force as at present organized, and officered by officers on the full pay of Iler Majesty’s 
army. 

3. If Her Majesty’s Government consider it of value to have in this country a 
native contingent, well disciplined, able to co-operate efficiently and without lrietion 
in any military operations, loyal to the Khedive, and at the same time entirely outside 
and strange to the intrigues w hich are almost of constant recurrence in every Eastern 
country, then some change in the system of taking men wholesale from the Egyptian 
battalions must be made. Besides, at the present state of affairs, with rebels in 
possession of the country north of Eatrneh and advancing gradually, it might be 
necessary at any time to reinforce the battalions on the frontier, now nearly 500 men 
under strength. 

4. I must also point out to \ our Excellency that officers in Her Majesty's army 
cannot in justice to themselves consent to be merely the officers of a training school for 
another force. The first arrangement was that the" Egyptian army should pass men to 
the gendarmerie, or to the reserve, after four years* sen ice with the colours; and the 
present arrangement is certainly a great departure fiom that under which English 
officers took service in the Fgyptian army. 

5. It is quite acknowledged that the Egyptian arim is bound to assist the 
gendarmerie as far as possible with men, and this (by the reduction of a battalion and 
other measures) lias been done ; but I would submit that lor 1 he present enough has 
been done to help this force, and tlial it should in its turn receive and train its own 
recruits to a certain degree. 

Since March 1885, indirectly and direeth, the Egyptian army lias assisted the 
gendarmerie to a considerable extent. All the Alexandria and a considerable propor¬ 
tion of the Cairo guards are now performed by the Egyptian army, thus (allowing the 
reliefs for the guards taken off) setting free, roughly, (}()() men of the gendarmerie for 
other duties. 

0. In April last 150 men were passed to the gendarmerie. During the course of 
this month another large number w ill be passed in like manner. 

In other words, the army has been reduced by a battalion, and in five out of the 
eight battalions of the Egyptian arm) one-foiuth of the nun w r i 11 be new recruits. Tn 
addition to this, the black troops returning fimii the Soudan have been placed at the 
disposal of Lieutenant-General Baker Pasha, who has formed some line battalions 
from this source. 

7. If the present organization of the Egyptian army is considered of little value, 
then the points heroin put forward cannot be sustained ; but I venture to think a well- 
disciplined, completely organized force available for service under the General Officer 
Commanding Her Majesty’s forces, free from parti/an feelings, and animated by feelings 
of comradeship sprung from hard work in qu.irteis and in the field during the past 
three years, is not to be despised. 

8* And I need hardly point out how (in the ease of mUoiis internal disturbances) 
far preferable it would he to use a force of the Eg) ptian army to deal with the matter 
than to emplov Her Majesty’s t loops, which would he the mil) other alternative. 

9. The reinedv is easily found The principle should be recognized that for the 
present the gendarmerie should part!) draw men from the army and partly recruit for 
themselves. There has always been .! gmdarnvr:-' Gaining depot at Ge/ireh, and this 
organization exists for the black gendarmerie battalions at the present time. Y certain 
number of lellab recruits should be trained there. 

10. The work of icemiting can be done by the Recruiting Commission now at 
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work ; all that is needed being a demand by General Baker Pasha for the number of 
men be requires. 

In conclusion, I would venture to ask your Excellency to draw the attention of 
Her Majesty’s Government to the influence and even power they possess by the 
presence in official positions here of thirty or forty English officers holding Her 
Majesty’s commission and brevets from Ills Majesty the Sultan at the same time. 
Nothing was more striking during the past campaign than the ease with which Anglo- 
Egyptian officers surmounted difficulties and solved complications wdtli the Egyptian 
authorities before which English officers were powerless There are few English 
officers of the Egyptian army who have not by now been through the provinces on 
some mission or another, and it seems to have become a sort of unwritten standing 
order that when an English officer of the Egyptian army appears in a Mudirieh, he is 
considered to he armed with special authority, and that all assistance is to he rendered 
him. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GHENT ELL, Sirdar. 

Inclosure 3 in No. 39. 

General Baker to Mr. Egerton. 

My dear Egerton, Cairo, October 7, 1885. 

I RETURN you General Grenfell’s letter, forwarded to me by Vincent. I must 
thoroughly agree with Grenfell. He lias, I think, sent us down all the men that he 
can at present spare, and the men that he has sent are all of over tw o years’ service 
and most impartially selected. I most thoroughly agree 1 with him that it would be 
unwise at the present moment to further weaken the frontier force. But there are 
four battalions of the Egyptian army now in the Delta, with no pressing duties to 
perform beyond the guards of Cairo and Alexandria, with recruits coming in to any 
extent that may he required. These arc the battalions that to my mind should furnish 
the men according to the system agreed upon by Lord Northbrook and the Eg) ptian 
Government, and on which system the whole police and gendarmerie organization has 
been based. These arc the men who should relieve the tremendous strain now being 
thrown upon Egyptian finance, from the non-exeeution of Lord Northbrook’s 
arrangements. 

This Delta force with its cavalry and artillery now numbers over 3,000 men, 
unless I am much mistaken. From this force up to the present moment uc have only 
received eighty men. 

Those men were clearly the refuse of the battalions, for seventeen were rejected 
as medically unlit for service. 

Thus, at present, the position is as follows:— 

General Grenfell, hardly pressed for men and not knowing at any moment that 
he may not he engaged with the rebels on the frontier, weakens bis force and sends us 
down 150 of bis best men. 

But the Delta force, whose only duties were not long ago furnished by less than 
1,000 gendarmerie and police (except Palace guards), and wdtli no chance of being 
called upon to proceed to the front, as this necessity would clearly he met by British 
battalions, has not, up to the present, furnished the number of men that General 
Grenfell has given from his hardly pressed frontier army. And whereas the men sent 
from the Delta force are of such bad quality as to be for tlie most part practically 
useless, the men given by General Grenfell are of excellent quality and most fairly 
selected. 

You will remember that Lord Northbrook’s arrangement assumed that there 
would he five battalions of the Egyptian army for Egypt proper, and the Budget was 
framed accordingly. 

Four out of those five battalions are now in the Delta, and if they gave the quota 
which General Grenfell has already given for the fifth, viz., 1 50 men each, they would 
immediately furnish 000 men of over two years’ service. Thus, whilst thoroughly 
appreciating, as I most sincerely do, the sacrifices which General Grenfell has so fairly 
and even so generously made, I am unable (o discover any reason why the Ddlta 
force should not be called upon to immediately carry out Lord Northbrook’s arrange¬ 
ment. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) V. BAKER. 
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No. 40. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 22.) 

(No. 737.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 13, 1885. 

GENERAL VALENTINE BAKER, Commanding the Egyptian Gendarmerie 
and Police, lias been good enough to give me the inclosed interesting Memorandum, 
containing a scheme for the reorganization of the Egyptian army and police. 

I have forwarded a copy of this Memorandum to Sir H. Drummond Wolff. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 40. 

Memorandum, by General Baker on the Reorganization of the Egyptian Army for Frontier 

and Sualcin Service. 


IT is now generally accepted that the Egyptian fellah, although physically strong, 
sober, and obedient, will not make a fighting soldier. We are therefore compelled 
to seek elsewhere for some fighting material that may stiffen the present component 
parts of the Egyptian army. This can only be effected by the introduction of cither 
Turks or blacks. But in this reorganization of the Egyptian army many important 
factors have to be considered; more especially, the financial arrangements which are 
involved, and the close connection which exists between the Egyptian army and the 
Egyptian police. 

1. As regards financial arrangements, it must be remembered that certain sums 
were agreed upon by Lord Northbrook, which the Egyptian Administrative Depart¬ 
ments were under no consideration to exceed; and that these figures formed the basis 
of arrangement in the recent Egyptian Loan guaranteed by the Powers. 

The police organization was closely affiliated to that of the army. It was recog¬ 
nized that a voluntary police would be too costly, and probably too inefficient to be 
seriously considered ; and as the Egyptian army had then been reduced on paper to a 
strength of 3,500 men, and as the police were necessarily recruited by trained men 
from the army, the strain fell very heavily upon the latter. The army lost their men 
after two years’ service. Thus it is clear that any reorganization of the army rendered 
necessary by frontier or Suakin difficulties must be generally considered, and that 
any partial plans not based upon the two foregoing factors must he ineffective and 
impracticable. 

It is, then, clearly necessary to examine what sums are available under Lord 
Northbrook’s arrangement for the purpose of carrying out the contemplated recon¬ 
struction. These are as follows : Lord Northbrook laid down the sum of £ E. 400,025 
under the head of “ Public Security,” which was to suffice for the maintenance of 
the army, police, and prisons in Egypt proper. In addition, there was a sum of 
£ E. 120,000 allowed for Eastern Soudan. The capitation grant for the English army 
was fixed at £ E. 100,000, hut this sum was afterwards temporarily raised to 
£ E. 200,000. As the English army is reduced this stun will naturally tall to Lord 
Northbrook’s figure. 

Thus we have available for these three services : — 

1 E. 

Pu sent Budget estimate .. .. .. .. .. .. 100.025 

Eastern Soudan Vote . . . . . . . . .. . . 120,000 

Reduction on capitation giant .. .. .. .. .. .. -10,000 


Total 


500,025 


What will be the requirements in the reconstruction of the Egyptian army ? 

1. It must he sufficient in quantity and quality to meet the necessities of the 
frontier and Suakin services. 

2. It must contain enough of the Egyptian element to he able to furnish trained 
men for the Egyptian police. 

It must be remembered that the Egyptian soldier, although a bad lighting animal, 
is very cheap and c(Veeti\o tor all ordinary military duties in which no fighting is 
involved, such as guards, working parties, holding fortified places, &c. Cairo* 
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Alexandria, and Suakin entail very considerable demands in this sense, and these 
can be economically and effectively met by Egyptian soldiers. 

The following Table will show the military necessities of the present situation, and 
the material with which those necessities may be met:— 



Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Camel 

Companies. 

i 

Infantry. 


Squadron. 

Batteries 


Battalions. 

Alexandria .. .. .. 

Cairo ., .. .. 

•• 


1 

(Egyptian) 


1 

1 


2 


(Egyptian) 

(Egyptian) 


(Egyptian) 

1 

(Egyptian) 

Assouan .. >. .. 

1 

l 

- J 


(Egyptian) 

(Egyptian) 

I 

4 

Korosko .. .. 



l 

(Black or Turk) 

, , 

, # 

1 

i 

Wady Haifa .. .. 



(Egyptian) 

(Black or Turk) 

. . 


1 

1 




(Egyptian) 

(Black or Turk) 

Akasheh (and outpoBts) .. 

1 

1 

l 

1 


(Black or Turk) 

(Black or Turk) 

(Black) 

(Black or Turk) 

1 

(Black) 

Suakin.. .. .. .. 

1 

2, garrison 

•• I 


(Egyptian) 

(Egyptian or Black) 

) 

2 




l 

j (Egyptian) 

Total Egyptian .. ,. 

3 

4 

1 

^ 6 

Total Black or Turk 

1 

1 

1 

1 5 

Total 

■1 

5 

2 

) 11 

1 


The cavalry squadrons would be 100 strong. 

The batteries 110. 

The camel companies 100. 

The battalions 050, including officers. 

Thus, the total strength would be :— 

Cavalry, 400; artillery, 550 ; camel companies, 200; infantry, 7,150; or a total of 
8,300 men. 

Suakin could easily be held by the force hei’e mentioned. Egyptian battalions, 
supported by one Turk or black battalion, would hold the fortified town. They 
would be economical and stand the climate well. But it is also contemplated that 
200 irregular native levies should be employed. 

It is considered that the foregoing force would provide amply for the defence of 
Egypt, Suakin, and the frontiers, assuming always that there will he a small English 
force in Egypt for some time to come, as contemplated by Lord Northbrook. 

Police. 

Certain changes in police organization have proved to be necessary, in order to 
increase its own efficiency and not to press too hardly upon the army. 

The whole of the plan thus laid down can ho carried out for the sum of 
£ E. 550,000, thus leaving a surplus of C E. 10,(535 a-year to the Egyptian 
Treasury. 

The foregoing scheme avoids all violent organic changes, as will he proved by the 
detailed estimates which will he forwarded shortly. 

(Signed) V. BAKER. 

Cairo, October 12, 1885. 


No. 41. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—•(Received Octobe/ 22.) 

(No. 739.) 

My Lord, Cairo. October 11, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herew ith copy of a letter from Marcopoli Bey of 
the 29th ultimo, giving Ras Alula’s message respecting his complete defeat of the 










rebels at Ivufit and tbe death of Osman Digna; the statement of the messenger sent to 
Kassala from Massowah, and who returned there on the 1st instant, who describes 
Kassala as actually in the hands of the rebels and the Mudir a prisoner, and of his 
learning of the defeat and death of Osman Digna at Sanheit on his return. 

I also inclose a short precis of very vague depositions of natives and spies at 
Suakin respecting Osman Digna. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 41. 

Marcopoli Bey to Mr. Egcrton, dated September 29, 1885. 

ON my arrival at Asmara to-day I found that Shilfah Rayah had arrived here 
from Kufit on Sunday; he was sent by Ras Alula to give the news of the battle 
which took place between the Abyssinian troops and rebels who were under the 
command of Osman Digna. Shilfah Rayah reported that the Abyssinians defeated the 
rebels, and killed them even to the last man. Osman Digna was killed. He also 
reported that a battle took place between the rebels who came to Digna’s assistance 
from the neighbourhood of Kassala and the natives of El Geden; the latter were 
victorious. 

Ras Alula has returned to Sanheit, and in two days’ time he is going to send 
Battatu Kubaruwith the Abyssinians, and Sheikh Musa Nazir, Beni Amer, will proceed 
to Kassala with some of his tribe. 

Shilfah Rayah has also reported that plenty of provisions exist at Kassala. 

Doubtless I will receive letters from Kassala in two days’ time, and shall know as 
.facts what I now only hear second-hand. 

I am going to send a messenger to-morrow to Kassala with letters to the Mudir. 
I hope to send you good news verv shortly. Please send inclosed telegram by mail to 
Aden. 

Many compliments, Ac. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 41. 

Statement of Messenger who was sent to Kassala from Massowah on the 30th July, and 
returned here on the 1st October, 1885. 

1. I STARTED from Massowah vid Sanheit; on my way I met the two 
messengers whom Ras Alula and Abdul Kadir Ayna had sent. On arrival at Kassala 
we found the town in the hands of the rebels, whose Amirs are Hussein Walad Elzubru, 
Mustafa Elhadul,and Walad KewTut; they have all the forts and ammunition in their 
possession; when one of us, by name Adris Azul, went to see the Mudir to hand him 
the letters, lie refused to receive them, being afraid of the rebels; he was asked to 
give a sign of approval of fulfilment of the mission, but this also lie refused, saying 
that ho was afraid of his life. 

2. Osman Digna arrived at Kassala from Suakin with only seven men (Osman 
Digna arrived Avhen the messenger was at Kassala) with him; on arrival he had an 
interview with the Amirs who were there, and asked them to make an agreement with 
the Elgeden, Elbarieh, and Beni Amer people to rebel against the Government. 

fi. While I was still in the Mudirieh Osman Digna and Mustafa Elhadul started 
for Kufit with 1,000 men of the Dukarur, Ilalanga, and some of the Jaalin Orbans. 

4. On my arrival at Sanheit some of the Orbans of Sanheit who were with Ras 
Alula brought news of the battle which took place between Ras Alula, Digna, and 
Mustafa Elhadul; they reported that Abyssinians defeated the rebels. Osman Digna 
was killed, and Mustafa Elhadul taken prisoner. 

Jt is reported that the battle took place on the 23rd September, 1885. I started 
from Sanheit on the 20th September, 1885. 

Mn.-sotrah, October 3, 1885. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 41. 


Precis of News from Suakin. 

Deposition of Ali Adam, from Eyebuh, taken October 5, 1885, at Suakin. 

STATES that lie has heard Osman Digna was killed near the Abyssinian frontier 
All the Amarars believe him dead. No news of Kassala. 

Deposition of Omar Adam, taken October 5, 1885. 

Hears from rebels at Tamai that Digna lias reached Abyssinians, but they have 
no letter about it. 

He is too afraid of the rebels at Tamai or of Ibrahim Hamed Dhow, and if tho 
Government can assure him that Osman Digna is dead, and that the rebels round 
Kassala have given in to Government, he will then clear Tamai and the district of all 
rebels. 

Deposition of Bakhit Haddch (Amcrab), from Tokar, October 5, 1885. 

Says Osman Digna left Tokar with fifteen men and collected about 100, and then 
went to the Abyssinians. The people who come from the frontier do not know where 
he is. No rebel force at Tokar. 

Deposition of Futmah Mohamcd, from Odense, taken at Suakin, October 4, 1885. 

Kassala all right, nas heard Osman Digna is dead. He was killed on 
Abyssinian frontier by a Saalin. 

The Hadendowas say they will fight till none are left. 

The Amarars they will come next month to Suakin to see Morgliani. They have 
no grain since Shinab was taken. 

Deposition of Onoar Said ( Amerab ), from Sinkat. 

Heard that Osman Digna had gone out to meet Abyssinians, but had no news of 
him alive or dead. 


No. 42. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir J. S. Lumley. 

(No. 2G1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 23, 1885. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 191 of the 2nd instant, 
stating that the Italian Minister for Porcign Affairs promised the most attentive con- 
sideiation to the draft of law for the regulation of the foreign press in Egypt, inclosed 
in my despatch No. 231 of the 15th ultimo, I have to request that you will take an 
opportunity of asking his Excellency that lior Majesty’s Government may ho favoured 
with the views of the Italian Government on tin' subject at an early date. 

'flic German Government have expressed their assent to the proposed law. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Mi. Egcrton to the Maiguis of Salisbury.—(Received October 24, 10*30 A.M.) 

(No. 471.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 21, 1885, 0‘23 a . m . 

FOLLOWING from Butler:— 

“Sister Cypriane arrived, sixteen days from Omdurman. Arrived here to-day. 
Slates Khartoum almost empty. Omdurman now large population, ami has become a 
second Mecca. Arabs from distant parts visit- tomb of Malidi and worship him. 
Large forces Dervishes there also. Four steam-boats, and more being made in nrs *nal, 
u hich is worked by Egyptians. Telegraph line to Berber. Food still waive; no 
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sickness; arms, ammunition, plenty. Army left Omdurman for Berber and Korosko 
middle September. Senaar fell middle August. No Egyptian garrison now in 
Soudan. Senaar garrison surprised foraging and cut off town, tlien surrendered. 
Frenchman fell off camel sick eleven months ago, and was buried before he died by 
Arabs, who were in hurry to go forward. Sister saw grave, which is one day beyond 
Omdurman. Frenchman was journalist, 30 years age, fair. Another Frenchman is 
now with Khalifa at Omdurman. Three other Sisters still at Omdurman. Cyprianc 
was brought by Arab from Omdurman to Akasha by desert.” 


No. 44. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 24, 11*15 A.m.) 

(No. 472.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , October 24, 1885. 

MY No. 471. 

Grenfell telegraphs Lupton, Slatin, and Cuzzi in chains. Arsenal at Khartoum 
now very busy. Cairo in constant communication with rebel camp. News had come 
to Omdurman that Abyssinians had retired from Gedarif because of water in Khor 
Barka. Abu Anga and Nur Anga went six months ago to Kordofan for fresh 
troops. 


No. 45. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 24, 4*20 P.M.) 

(No. 471.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , October 24, 188o, 2*45 p.m. 

EGYPTIAN Government propose officially that payment of new Commissioner 
of Domains be reduced from 3,000/. to 2,000/. per annum; that Mr. Gibson occupy 
that post entirety, without abandoning his post of Directorship of Cadastre; his pay 
in latter office reduced to 500/. (he was receiving 1,900/.). 

Nuhar Pasha anxious, if your Lordship favour, that your approval be notified by 
telegraph, as he wishes Decree of appointment published before Wednesday, on which 
clay'important discussion respecting Domains takes place. 

At present Gibson has no voice, though working in Domains. 

M. Boutcron also most anxious that this matter he settled, as he wishes his 
responsibility shared. 

No. 4G. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 25, 9 r.M.) 

(No. 170.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 25, 1885, 1*25 p.m. 

MESSENGER from Alula with letter from Negus for Queen says Negus is going 
to Adiabo, and will advance with Alula on Kassala. 


No. 47. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 25, 9 P.M.) 


(No. 477.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 25, 1885, 4*25 p.m. 

LETTERS from Beni Amer Chiefs to Morghani, their religious respect for whom 


insures the good faith of their statement, give details of fight at Kufit. 

Rebels between 0,000 and 9,000 were broken by Abyssinians, who pursued, 
killing nearly all. Those who escaped killed by tribes holding roads. Abyssinians 
remained two days Kufit. Digna found dead near Khor lvhofit, with other Chiefs 


described by name. Abyssinians lost Balada Gabro, Alula’s uncle, and seven other 
Chiefs. 

Alula, who returned to Asmara, sent officer to Mudir, and with letters to all 
tribes round Kassala to obey Mudir or be destroyed. State of Kassala unknown. 


No. 48. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, October 25.) 

(No. 707. Ext, 477.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 25, 1885. 

I IIAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram received to-day from Sualcin, 
giving news from Asmara contained in a letter from the Beni Amer Chief Mousa to 
Sheikh Morghani, with details of the battle at Ivofit. 

Colonel Cliermside remarks that it is not probable that to a great religious Chief 
such as the Morghani a false statement should be knowingly made. This news, 
therefore, is of some interest and importance, as confirming the Abyssinian report of 
the late engagement. 

X lmvo 

(Signed) ’ EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 48. 

Mr. Brewster to Colonel Chermside. 

(Telegraphic.) Sualcin, October 25, 1885. 

LETTER from Sheikh Mousa Mohamed-el-Fil (Nasr of Beni Amors), Abd-el- 
Kadcr (Major of Irregulars), Mohamed Eyles, Ahmed Zeroog, and Ali Nourein, dated 
1st Hagai from Asmara to Morghani, states rebels at Kofit wove between 0,000 and 
9,000 men, were broken by Abyssinians at once, who pursued them, killing nearly all. 
El Bnria, El Besliir, and El Geden tribes held the roads and killed all who escaped 
the Abyssinians. Aloula remained at Kofit two days. Osman Digna found dead on 
side of Khor Kofit, with Mustapha Uadel Walad-El-IIash, llassan Walad Kafoot, 
Lcbbab Mohamed, Gallab Mohamed Edris, llagi Yakoub Bcllab, and Mohamed 
Abou Eatmeh lying dead near him; also thirty Iladondowa Sheikhs, all recognized by 
El Baria, El Besliir, and El Geden tribes. 

Abyssinians lost Belata Gabro (Governor of Scnbit), Aloula’s uncle, and seven 
other Chiefs. Aloula returned to Asmara for change of air; has sent Ali Nourein to 
Moudir and letters to all of the tribes round Kassala to obey Moudir or be destroved. 
State of Kassala unknown now. 


No. 49. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 239.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 20, 1885, 5*20 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 474. 

Before concurring in proposal of Egyptian Government we wish to know 
whether they aro prepared to issue Decree reducing salary of French Commissioner 
to 2,000/. on next vacancy. Also, wdiy Gibson, as Acting Commissioner, has no 
voice in Domains matters. 

Cannot Gibson still remain Director of the Cadastre as well? 

If not, whom do Egyptian Government propose to appoint ? 
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No. 50. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eqerton. 

(No. 343.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 2G, 1885. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 720 of the 12th instant, forwarding a precis 
of the correspondence received at Ilcr Majesty’s Agency from Suakin on the subject 
of the Abyssinian expedition for the relief of Kassala; and I concur in the opinion 
expressed by you as to the very able manner in which all the arrangements for the 
organization and dispatch of the force in question were made by Colonel Chermside. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 51. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 27.) 

(No. 744.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 18, 1885. 

IN my despatch No. 731 of the 12th instant, I reported that it had been 
judged expedient, in view of the rebel advance from the south, to stop all convoys to 
Dongola. 

I have now the honour to inclose an instruction issued by the President of the 
Council of Ministers at the instance of General Grenfell to the Mudirs of the upper 
provinces, which not only stops trade with Dongola, but with the Soudan in general, 
revoking the previous permission granted in August last, copy of which was inclosed 
in my despatch No. (!01 of the 18th August. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 51. 

Instructions adresse’es a la date du 2 Moharrem, 1302, par la Presidence da Conseil des 
Ministres , aux Moudirs d’Assiout, Ghirgheh, Kcneh , et Esneh. 

M. lc Moudir, 

PAR sa Circulairc, cn date du 2 Zilenda, 1302, le Gouvcrnement vous invitait 
a laisser passer, sans opposition, les caravanes dc marehands venant et allant au 
Soudan, tout cn vcillant a ce qu’eUes se trouvent dans les conditions requises qui vous 
ont etc alors indiquees. Le Gouvevnement ayant, cependant, romarque quo des 
individus abusaient do eette automation pour transporter sooretement des objets 
prohibes, qu’il est dithcile de deeouuir, juge necessaire de vapportcr sa premiere 
decision et d’empecher, a i’a\enir, toutes relations eommereiales enlve l’Egypte et le 
Soudan. En consequence, vous fere/, saisir et conlisquer toute espece d’annes, 
])oudre, balles, et capsules, que I’on clievchcrait a impoitor au Soudan. Yens devez 
egalement cmpccher toutes autres marchandises d’etre transferees dans eette contree 
on etvc importer's en Lgypte, et i’rapperez de confiscation les marchandises de toute 
jiersonne qui enfreindrait eette defense. 

Yous etes pric, M. le Moudir, de vous conformer a ees instructions, quo vous 
ferez publier et communiquer aux Nazirs des “ kisms,"’ aux fonctionnaircs de 1’ lot at., et 
aux Cheiks-el-Beled de votre Moudiiioh. nvee invitation expressc dc s’y conformer 
strictement. 


Xo. 52. 

Mr. Egerton to tin MarguE >,) Salisbury. —(Received October 27.) 

(No. 717.) 

My Lord, Cairn. October Is, 1 Ss5. 

T1IE latest news oi the Ains-’iuian expedition for the relief of Kassala is that 
Has Alula and all his troops Mere at Asmara on the 0th instant. The lias was 


waiting for a letter from the Mudir of Kassala before deciding upon his future action. 
Couriers were expected daily. 

Marcopoli Bey was at Massowah on the 9th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 53. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 27.) 

(No. 748.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 18, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram from General Grenfell 
reporting an arrangement made by General Stephenson with Sheikh Majub for the 
government and defence of the district south of Akaslieh, and recommending that the 
Malilc Tumbal, whose place lias thus been taken by Majub, should be granted a 
location north of Assouan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 53. 

General Grenfell to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Korosho, October 17, 1885. 

AT General Stephenson’s interview with Sheikh Majub, Majub was placed in sole 
charge of Akaslieh and country south of it, with power to collect the usual taxes and 
to expend tax-money to assist in defence of bis district. He was granted 100 rifles and 
a small amount of ammunition. His village is 20 miles south of our advanced posts. 
Butler is anxious that Tumbal, now at Akashed, whose duties have now been assumed 
by Majub, should be sent north. I would recommend that he be granted a locatien 
north of Assouan. 


No. 54. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received October 27.) 

(No. 751.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 19, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose translation of a letter received by the Minister of 
the Interior from the Mudir of Esneh, on the subject of the state of affairs in the 
Soudan. The latter appears to have hopes of being able to enter into negotiations with 
some of the rebels. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 54. 

The Mudir of Esneh to the Minister of the Interior. 

(Traduction.) 

DES gens dc confianee venant du Soudan rn’ont rapporte les nouvellcs suivantes, 
et vu lour importance, je me suis empresse a les soumettre a votre Excellence :— 

1. Des gens digues de foi rapportent que la disunion regne deja parmi les rebelles. 
La plupart de ecux qui so trouvent avee lc Khalifa Abdullah sont les tribus 
suivantes: El-Gaouizieh, Baccara, Beni Selim Boceara, El-Zcrikal, a cause du butin 
qu’ils ont. Les autres tribus, comrao les Chakeriehs, Kaouliiler, El-Uenaiclielx du Nil 
Blanc se tieunent a l’eeart; d’ailleurs, Cheikh Aouad Abousenn et ses enfauts sc sont 
loves publiquemenl et sont retournes cliez eux dans les monlagnes de Daireh. 

2. L’Emir de Berber a etc force de partir dans la direction de Dongola; il est 
accompagne d’envirou 2,000 homines. Ce depart u’est autre chose qu’une fuite, par 
•suite dc sa destitution. Cclui qui l’a remplace h Berber demontro a ccux qui sont 
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autour de liii qu’il convient de se prononccr pour le Gouverncment parcc quo, leur dit- 
ilj les Egyptiens n’abandonneront jamais lc Soudan. 

3. Les principaux d’entre les Emirs qui sont avec Mohammed-el-Kheir, a Dougola, 
rappellent Mohammed Effendi, connu sous le nom d’Ebn-el-Rais ct Abdel Maghed-el- 
Kilk. Ces Emirs out un certain penchant pour le Gouverncment. Son Excellence 
Hassan Pacba Khalifa les connait trds bien, et il cst a croire qu’a la premiere occasion 
ils sc rendront aux troupes Egyptiennes ; s’ils ne l’ont pas encore fait e’est parco qu’ils 
ne sont pas tr5s nombreux; on pourrait du reste entrer en negotiations avec eux par 
I’intermcdiaire de personnes sures. 

4. Les Rabtab, qui sont au commencement de l’Atmour, ont pour Chef Mohammed 
Abou-JIagal. Ce Chef, qui commandait ces Bedouins du temps dc Mohammed Ahmed, 
s’est aujourd’hui rentre et il s’occupe de la culture de ses terres ; ses gens en ont fait 
autant. Ainsi lui ct les sages dc la tribu ont refuse de marcher sur Dongola; on peut 
done entrer en pourparlers avec cux. 

Yotre Excellence sait bicn qu’entre Haifa ct Accaclia le trajet cst dc plus de 
quatre jours. Ce territoire, peuplc et aussi vastc qu’uu “ kisme,” faisait partie de la 
Moudirieh de Dongola; maintenant l’anarchie r6gne dans cette contrce, dont la position 
est tri's importante vu sa proximito de Haifa. Jc suis done d’avis qu’il y a lieu dy 
instituer une Administration civile, qui pourrait faire beaucoup pour la sccuritc et la 
tranquillity de la population ainsi que pour obtenir d’autres heureux resultats. Si 
votre Excellence approuve cette proposition je la prie d’en ecrire au Commandant des 
troupes. Je pourrai prendre sur moi dc faire parvenir aux trois Chefs mentionnes au 
No. 4 les communications que votre Excellence voudrait leur faire. 

Si votre Excellence croit qu’il y a lieu dc tenir lc Sirdar au courant de ce que j’ai 
cu l’honneur dc lui soumettre, clle n’a qu’a m’envoycr ses instructions a cet effet. 


No. 55. 

Sir J. 8. Lumley to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 27.) 

(No. 203.) 

My Lord, Rome, October 23,1885. 

IT lias now been determined that the proposed Mission to the King of Abyssinia 
shall start from Massowah about the middle of December. 

It will be composed of General Gone, who has been appointed to the command of 
the Italian troops at Massowah ; Dr. Xcrazzini, uho accompanied Count Ferrari on his 
late expedition to that country ; and General Gend’s Aide-dc-camp. 

I llclYC &C 

(Signed) 5 J. SAYILE LUMLEY. 


No. 56. 

The Secretary to the Admitalty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received October 27.) 

gjj. Admiralty, October 21, 1885. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to 
you, for the perusal of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, exit acts of a letter 
dated the 13th instant, from the Commander-in-chief on the Mediterranean Station, 
relative to the blockade of the coast from Agig to Shcnab, in the Bed Sea. 

I am, Sus. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGBEGOR. 


Inclosurc in No. 56. 

Admiral Lord J. Hay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Extract.) “ Alexandra,” at Corfu, October 13, 1*85. 

HE pleased 1o acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, in reference to 
your letter of the 20tli September, that on recehing these instructions, 1 imnv diately 
telegraphed as follows to the Senior Nauil Officer at Suakin: — 

“Consult Chcrmside. Maintain strict blockade from Agig to Shcnab to reduce 


tribes in revolt. Send full report by letter of state of affairs and measures adopted. 
Also telegraph briefly same subject. “ Falcon ” remain if not already left. Is a 
steam pinnace absolutely necessary ? ” 

2. Should I find that a small steamboat is necessary, I propose to send the 
“ Prompt,” now at Malta, to Suakin. 

3. If it is found desirable to retain three ships for service at Suakin, and to main¬ 
tain the blockade, I propose to send the “Dolphin” for this purpose, to relieve the 
“Falcon” in a few weeks. 

4. The “ Gannet ” will relieve the “ Bittern,” and the “ Starling ” has relieved the 
“ Grapplcr.” 

5. Thus there will be for the purposes of the blockade from Agig to Shcnab 
the “Dolphin,” “ Gannet,” and “ Starling.” 

6. When the “ Grapplcr ” relieves the “ Albacorc ” at Gibraltar, the latter will be 
available for service in the Red Sea. 

7. As soon as I receive a report from the Senior Officer at Suakin, I shall be ablo 
to decide whether any further measures are required to be taken. 

****** 


No. 57. 

Mr. Ecjerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 27, 2 , 30 p.m.) 

(No. 479.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 27, 1885, 1 p.m. 

YOUR No. 239. 

French Commissioner’s salary cannot be reduced by Egyptian Government alone; 
French Government must agree to reduction. Question best deferred till M. Bouterom 
gives up his position, a special one; after he goes reduction can be asked for. 

See no disadvantage, only good example, in English having smaller salary than 
French. Mr. Gibson, though now working in Domains, has no voice in deliberation, 
his position not legalized; your telegram No. 220 not considered official demand for his 
temporary appointment. 

Certainly lie can still remain Director of Cadastre. 

Mason Bey would be person proposed by Nubar Pasha for Cadastre were vacancy 
made, but there has been no question yet of Gibson giving it up. 

Egyptian proposal in my telegram No. 174 seems best possible under the circum¬ 
stances. 


No. 58. 

The Marquis of Salisburti to Mr. Eqcrton. 

(No. 211.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 27, 1893, 1130 p.m. 

YOUR No. 479. 

Make official demand for Gibson’s temporary appointment to Domains, so as to 
give him a nice in deliberation. Gibson should remain Director of Cadastre for the 
present, and the question of salaries be reserved pending further instructions. 


No. 59. 

Sir E. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Reteiied October 28.) 

Jjj 

(Xo. 251.) 

My Lord, Berlin. October 26, 1885. 

"WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 117 of the 14th instant, and to 
my reply thereto dated the 17th instant, No. 499, in which I informed jour Lordship 
that 1 had earnestly requested Count Bismarck to give his attention to the matter of 
the proposed law for the foreign press in Egypt, I have now the honour to forward 
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■translation of the reply to my note of the 28th ultimo, stating that the German 
Government have no objection to offer to the project. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 


Inclosure in No. 59. 

Count Bismarck to Sir E. Malet. 

(Translation.) Berlin, October 24, 1885. 

THE Undersigned has the honour to inform ner Britannic Majesty’s Ambas¬ 
sador, Sir Edward Malet, in reply to his Excellency’s note of the 28th ultimo, that 
the project of an Egyptian press law, which was therein inclosed, has been subjected 
to an investigation here. 

The Government of His Majesty have no objections to offer against the contents 
of the project. 


No. 60. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received October 28.) 

Sir, War Office, October 28, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copies of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 60. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Secretary Smith. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 27, 1885, 9'12 P.M. 

FOLLOWING from Grenfell 

^ " “ Reported that Maliommed El-lvheir has arrived at Dongola with 7,000 reinforce¬ 
ments ; that force at Hafir is to be moved shortly to Ivoeli; that people of Argo 
Island have supplied Dervishes vitli 1,000 men and 500 ardebs of dhourra, and that 
8,000 Dervishes from Berber have arrived at Abu Ahmed. Except that about Argo 
Island [?], none of these reports are on very good authority ; but probably con¬ 
siderable reinforcements have arrived at Ivasr Dongola. Butler thinks situation 
requires reinforcement of Egyptian army at Akasheh. Am sending half a battalion 
from Assouan. Should be glad of 1st battalion from Cairo. I think we should 
now look upon an advance on Egypt as merely a question of time, and be thoroughly 
prepared.” 

Follower of Tumbul has arrived at Haifa from Argo Island, and reports :— 

“ Mohammed El-lvheir and all the Dervishes are [?] at Ilalir, and that Kheir’s 
intention is to occupy Maliass, and then to attack Akasheh.” 

Am sending 1st battalion Egyptian army to Assouan, and also llibbert, R.A., on 
his arrival, according to request from Grenfell. 

No. 61. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 30, 10 a.m.) 

(No. 180.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 30, 1885, 8‘35 a.m. 

YOUR No. 241. 

Gibson says that Rothschilds’ power of attorney necessary for appointment pro¬ 
posed to enable requisite declarations to be made before the Tribunals. May this be 
obtained, and sent as soon as possible? 
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No. 62. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eqerton. 

(No. 242.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 31, 1885, 6 r.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 480 of yesterdav: Gibson’s temporarv appointment to 
Domains. 

Messrs. Rothschild say that first step is for Khedive to issue Decree appointing 
Gibson. The power of attorney should then bo prepared in Egypt, and sent to 
Rothschilds hero for their signature. 

Proceed accordingly. 

No. 63. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 1, 10 A.M.) 

(No. 481.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 1, 1885, 8’40 a m. 

YOUR No. 212. 

Decree has been published, and power of attorney will be [drawn] up, unless— 
which is preferable, as it will save time—Rothschilds have form of power of attorney, 
and will sign and send it by next mail. 

No. 64. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 1,8 P.M.) 
(No. 83.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 1, 1885, 7‘20 P.M. 

GENERAL HUDSON writes to Sir Frederick Stephenson that another gun-boat, 
or, if possible, two, should be sent to the Red Sea to stop grain and Slave Trade. 
Chermsidc and Egerton are of same opinion. It is a good time of year. I strongly 
recommend tins, and should be glad of an early reply. 

No. 65. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 1, 8 P.M.) 
(No. 81.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 1, 1885, 7’20 P.M. 

I HOPE it is not contemplated to make at present any further reductions in 
forces here. Reports are current to that effect. While negotiations are going on, 
any reduction would be prejudicial, not to say dangerous, especially in the present 
menacing attitude of the Soudanese. 

No. 66. 

Sir J. S. Lumley to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 201.) 

My Lord, Rome, October 28, 18S5. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 261 of the 23rd instant, I have 
informed the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs that the German Government have 
expressed their assent to the proposed law for the regulation of the foreign press 
in Egypt, requesting to bo favoured with the views of the King’s Government upon the 
subject. 

M. Malvano, Director of the Political Department in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, tells me that the delay in the definitive reply arises from the circumstance, that 
the Italian Representative in Egypt has been instructed to report upon this question, 
and that his Report has not yet reached Rome. M. Malvano addial that he was 
sure that the Italian Government would find no difficulty in assenting to the 
proposed law. 

I have, «fec. 

(Signed) J. S A VILE LUMLEY. 


[691] 


M 




42 


43 


No. 67. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury,'—{Received November 2, 11 '30 P.H.) 
(No. 87.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 2, 1885, 10'50 P.M. 

AFTER speaking with General Stephenson and Mr. Egerton, I think it desirable 
that Stuart-Wortley should go across the western oasis to Siwah, to examine the 
trade-routes, and to inquire into the transit of arms from Tripoli to the Soudan. 
He will not leave Egyptian territory, but may obtain some information about Senoussi. 
If you approve, I will send him at once. 


No. 68. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 758.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 23, 1885. 

I AM happy to learn from General Grenfell that two of the nuns from Khartoum 
and a Greek have arrived at Akaslia, under the care of Abul-cl-Gabar, a Kabbabish, 
who was sent in July last by Father Bonomi from Wady Haifa for the purpose of 
rescuing the nuns at Omdurmau. Besides the two now saved, there are four other 
nuns to be accounted for. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 69. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 762.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 25, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit a further Memorandum by General Valentine 
Baker on the reorganization of the Egyptian army for frontier and Suakin service, in 
continuation of that inclosed in my despatch No. 737 of the 13th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 69. 

Memorandum by General V. Baker on the Reorganization of the Egyptian Army for 
Frontier and Suakin Service. 

IN my former Memorandum I showed the disposition and numbers required for 
tlve Egyptian army. 

It is now proposed to consider its relations with the gendarmerie and police, and 
how the term of service in the army can be extended to four years, instead of two, as 
at present. 

In order to effect this it is clearly necessary— 

1. To increase the number of Egyptians in the Egyptian army beyond the 
numbers contemplated by Lord Northbrook, viz., 3,500 men.* 

2. To decrease the number of Egyptians in the police. 

In the scheme proposed in my former Memorandum the Egyptians in the army 
are increased to 1,800 men. In order to arrive at a term of four years’ service for 
privates and five for non-commissioned officers, it. will be necessary to reduce the 
Egyptians in the police force from 6,000, as at present, to 1,600 men. * 

It is proposed to effect this— 

1. By introducing 1,000 blacks into the police, t<> replace the same number of 
Egyptians. 

2. By retaining 100 highh-paid police in the towns of Cairo and Alexandria. 


Both these measures would conduce much to efficiency. It is found that the 
Egyptians almost invariably show cowardice when armed brigand bands have to be 
dealt with. 

In the towns the dismissal of the highly-paid police is already causing some 
difficulty. 

The additional cost of substituting the 1,000 blacks for the same number of 
Egyptians would be 6,000/. 

The extra cost of the 400 highly-paid town police would be 4,000/. 

Total extra cost, 10,000/. 

As the highly-paid town police force can be maintained by voluntary enlistment 
on the part of men who have completed their term of service (in the police), the stress 
of providing these men would cease to fall on the army. 

The following would be the financial result of the whole proposal:— 


Projected Organization of the War Department. 


Nos. 


Detail. 

Total. 

1 

1 

1 

4 

20 

12 

Ministry. 

Controller-General .. .. ,, ,. .. 

Assistant Controller-General .. .. .. .. 

Director and Secretary .. .. .. .. . • 

Moa wins .. .. .. .. .. 

Employes .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Office attendants and provisional employes (“ gens de service et 
agents hors cadre'') .. .. .. ,. 

£ E. 

1,170 

720 

600 

888 

2,300 

300 

£ E. 


Various expenses.. ., .. .. .. .. 

5,978 

2,000 

7,978 





Fortresses. 

Staff and various expenses .. .. .. .. .. 


3,000 


Barracks and Military Properties. 

Staff and various expenses .. .. .. * .. 

• • 

1,000 


Arsenal , Workshops, and Stores. 

Staff and various expenses .. .. .. .. 

, # 

5,000 


Provision Stores. 

Staff and various expenses ., .. .. .. .. 

• • 

1,000 


Sirdar's Office. 

Staff .. 

Various expenses .. .. .. .. .. 

7,500 

500 

8,000 

212.780 

2 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Pay of Army. 

Cavalry squadrons (-100 officers and men) ,. ,. 

Field batteries l „ , \ .. •• f 

r. ■ ... > (oo0 officers and men) < 

Garrison battery j v ’ .. .. 1 

Battalions Egyptians (English officers)'! f 

:: of block. 1 »<> ««>( 

Depot battalion .. .. . . J (. 

Camel Corps (200 officers and men) ., .. .. 

12.000 

12,000 

7,000 

39,000 

34,500 

91,780 

7.500 

9,000 





Equipment ,. .. .. .. .. 

Saddlery .. .. .. .. .. 

Various services ., .. .. ,. 

•• 

1.000 

500 

10,000 


General Expenses. 

Transport .. .. .. .. .. 

Telegrams .. .. .. .. .. 1 

Travelling allowances .. .. .. .. 1 

Repairs to barracks ,, .. .. .. | 

Water .. .. .. .. .. .. I 

Sundries .. .. ,. ,. .. *' 

•• 

10,000 


Aides-de-camp to llis Highness the Khedive ., .. .. 

•• 

1,000 


Total 

•• 

201,258 











Of this sum of £E. 264,258, the following economies may be made in the coming year in case of absolute 
financial necessity 

1. The formation of the four new black or Turk battalions may be delayed. 

2. As Suakin is held by an Anglo-Indian garrison, it will not be necessary to provide for it imme¬ 

diately, and the existing troops detailed for this duty will be available for the Upper Nile in 
lieu of the four black or Turk battalions. 

£ E. 

Thus, subtracting the sura of .. .. .. ., 73,434 

cost of four black or Turk battalions, from the total sum shown above of 264,258 

we have for the cost of the whole Egyptian army in the coming year .. 190,824 

Or— 



No. 70. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 703.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 25, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter from Colonel llallam 
Parr, inclosing a statement of the number of young men available for service in the 
Egyptian army, which he has drawn up to disprove the idea that military service in 
Egypt presses hardly on the youth of the country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 70. 

Colonel H. Hallam Parr to Mr. Egerton. 

Head-Quarters Egyptian Army, War Office, Cairo, 
Sir, October 21, 1885. 

THERE is, I have reason to believe, an idea prevalent that the military service in 
Egypt presses hardly on the youth of the country. 

2. To show how mistaken is this impression, I beg to forward, for your informa¬ 
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tion, a Return showing the youth of the ballotage completed up to September 1885, 
excluding all those who, on account of being only sons, religious students, of ill-health 
or of small size, arc not available for the service. 

3. It will be seen that in September last there were available for service close on 
41,000 youths to keep up an Egyptian army and marine of under 8,000 men. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. HALLAM PARR, Colonel, A.G., 

Acting Sirdar. 

Return of Men fit and available to be recruited up to September 1885 for the 

Egyptian Army. 

! Age. 

Name of Province. I___ Total. 


23 Years. 24 Years. 


Calyoubieh ., .. 

743 



■ 

828 

8 

4,057 

Sharkieh .. .. 

494 

565 


■ 

512 

28 

2,674 

Dakalieh ., ., 

533 

526 

520 

491 

423 

9 

2,502 

Gharbich .. 

812 

K15 

789 

759 

715 

a * 

3,920 i 

Monofieli .. .. 

782 

670 

685 

727 

76G 

6 

3,636 

Beliaireli 

233 

229 

228 

265 

204 

» • 

1,159 

Gizeh .. 

437 

136 

467 

474 

389 

41 

2,244 

Beni-Soueft' .. ,. 

555 

601 

495 

621 

698 


•2,970 

Fayoum 

354 

401 

419 

488 

174 

425 

2,561 

Minieh .. 

304 

424 

366 

389 

409 

16 

1,968 

Assiout .. .. 

715 

729 

596 

670 

765 

„ , 

3,475 

Girgeh .. 

942 

1,169 

998 

1,001 

1,115 

641 

5,869 

Keneh .. 

386 

493 

490 

436 

462 


2,267 

Esnch .. 

247 

232 

272 

292 

237 

74 

1,354 

Total 

7,597 


7,948 

8,027 

1,251 

40,656 


(Signed) H. HALLAM PARR, Colonel, A.G., 

Egyptian Army. 

Cairo, October 24, 1885. 


No. 71. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 708.) 

Aly Lord, Cairo, October 25, 1885. 

ACCORDING to a telegram received by Colonel Chermside from Suakin, a 
messenger from Hamed Mahmoud, flic Sheikh of all the Amarars, who is trying to 
make friends with the Government, reports that Mohammed Pic has received a letter 
from Osman Digna, who is alive. Mohammed Fie is Osman Digna’s nephew, and his 
Vakeel or Representative near Suakin, and is, of course, interested in maintaining his 
uncle’s supremacy. 

Further nows from the Eastern Soudan is contained in the accompanying 
correspondence. 

The capitulation of Kassala on the 1st .1 uly, as reported in the first instance, is 
confirmed. 

The pursuit and wounding of the robber Debbab is important, as proving to the 
Abvssinians the good faith of the Egyptian Government in the matter. 

General Hudson reports, from information given by a spy, that rebel reinforce¬ 
ments are going from Khartoum to Berber and Dongola. This coincides with the 
information contained in my telegram No. 171 of yesterday, which nas furnished by 
the nun who has escaped from Khartoum. 

A telegram received to-day from Mr. Cameron states that a messenger, who has 
arrived at Suakin with a letter from King .John to Her Majesty the <)ueen, reports 
that the King is going to join Ras Alula in his advance on Kassala. 

Those well acquainted with the Abyssinians say that one action makes them more 
keen for further lighting, so that it is very possible that this story of the King’s 
resolve to go to Kassala may have some foundation. 

L have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN !!. i'GEilTOX. 


[Ml] 


X 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 71. 

Telegrams communicated by Colonel Chermside, October 21, 1885. 

( 1 .) 

IZZET BEY on 10th October telegraphs from Massowali Lieutenant-Colonel 
(irregulars) Selim Aglia arrived from Kassala; place capitulated on certain terms on 
l7tli Shawal (as reported from Suakin 19tli August). Selim Aglva’s Report leaves by 
this week’s post. The Government property has all fallen into hands of the rebels. 


(20 

Asmara, October 13. 

Marcopoli telegraphs: no news from Efliat Pasha; have dispatched Sheikh Ali 
Durnin (Sohdarat Chief) to inquire. Debbab, pursued by Egyptian columns, has 
escaped wounded into Abyssinia after being defeated at Taliondo, where fifty-tw r o of 
his followers were killed. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 71. 

General Hudson to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, October 23, 1885. 

A SPY from Berber, fifteen days on road, reports rebel reinforcements going from 
Khartoum to Berber and Dongola; also about 100 Ababdeh Arabs with camels and 
money from Lower Egypt are in prison at Berber. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 71. 

Letter from a Greek Merchant at Massowali, dated October 4, 1885. 

ON the 20th September news arrived from Asmara that Ras Alula had returned 
to Sanheit, after defeating and destroying the rebels at Kufit on the 23rd. In this 
battle many Abyssinians were killed; among them tlircc Rases (Chiefs) and Baloto- 
Gabro, Governor of Sanheit; but the destruction and dispersion of the Dervishes 
(according to the Abyssinians) was complete. 

Kufit is two days’ march from Sanheit, four hours from Amadib, and three days 
from Kassala. 

According to Mussulman native reports Ras Alula was obliged to retire to 
Sanheit, after losing a great number of his men; the fact is that he met with great 
resistance, and there was heavy loss on both sides. The report of Osman Digna’s 
death is not yet confirmed. 

lias Alula has now returned to his camp at Asmara; a messenger from thence 
says that Amir Mustapha Khalet, the one avIio Avas besieging Kassala for two years, 
has been killed. 

An Egyptian Government spy, returned from Kassala, reports that the garrison 
and inhabitants, including all Europeans, have put on the Malidi’s uniform, and live 
amicably with the rebels; the Mudir inhabits the Palace, but has no power in his 
hands. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 71. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, October 25, 1885. 

MESSENGER from Alula arrived Suakin with letter to Iler Majesty from King 
John. 

Messenger tells me Alula has written Mudir that King, noAv at Ashanghi, is 
coming to Adiabo, Avlien both King and Alula will adA'ance on Kassala. 
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No. 72. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 769.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 26, 1885. 

I IIAYE the honour to inclose a Memorandum respecting the Egyptian police 
Avhich I have received from General Valentine Baker, and which is A'cry interesting. 

It gives a history of the progress made in his Department, and supplies the Avant 
regretted by Sir E. Baring in his No. 133 of the 10th February, when he sent home 
the Reports of the various reforms in Egypt (published in Egypt Blue Book No. 15 of 
this year). 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN D. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 72. 

Memorandum by General V. Baker on Egyptian Police. 

THE most serious difficulty Avitli Avliieh English Heads of Departments have had 
to contend in the reconstruction of Egyptian administration has arisen from constant 
departures from the system originally laid doAvn and established by Lord Dufferin. 

In no case have these difficulties been more prominent than in the reorganization 
of the police. 

I propose in the present Memorandum to give a short history of the state of 
public security in Egypt prior to the British occupation, and to follow the course of 
events which have influenced that security up to the present date. 

In the days of Ismail Pasha, and prior to his rule, the Avholc system of adminis¬ 
tration in Egypt Avas based upon a rigid and cruel despotism.* The Mudir or 
Governor of a province Avas hold responsible for everything pertaining to his province. 
He Avas practically omnipotent, and, provided that the taxes came in regularly, and 
that no serious outbreaks occurred, no questions Avcre asked as to the means Avliieh he 
employed. He held his Sub-Governors responsible to him, and they ruled the Sheikhs 
and Omdchs with equal severity. The courbash Avas the reigning principle. But it is 
a great mistake to suppose that public security w r as Avell established. On the contrary, 
brigandage Avas rife, and collisions betAveen the governing authorities and the Bedouin 
tribes Avcre constantly occurring. Black-mail Avas commonly paid to the brigand bands 
by Sheikhs and Notables. The Religious Luaa', Avhich in cases of murder did not punish 
with death unless the murderer confessed, or the murder was perpetrated in the 
presence of two Avitnesscs, avos powerless to suppress disorder. But the Governors did 
not scruple to use torture, or otherwise to override the law. Abdel Kader Pasha, the 
present Minister of the Interior, assures me that Avlien malefactors Avcro arrested 
against whom positive proof Avas doubtful, it Avas a common practice for the Mudirs 
to have them poisoned in prison by the local doctors. If the village Sheikh harboured 
brigands, torture or the courbash Avas employed. 

Yet the force at the disposal of the authorities A\ r as large and costly. It consisted, 
in 1882, of 

Men. 

Army .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 12,000 

Police ami Mustnplmzccu .. .. .. .. .. 0,173 

Total .. .. .. .. .. .. 18,-173 

During the reign of Ismail Pasha the army Avas spread over both Upper and 
Lower Egypt. 

The Mustaphazeen Avas a kind of gendarmerie, composed of soldiers who had 
served. But this force Avas in a Ioav state of discipline. The police Avas a nondescript 
rubble of Egyptians, blacks, and Turks, of all ages, employed at the will of the local 
authorities on every sort of duty, almost Avithout any distinguishing uniform, 
irregularly paid, and living usually upon the inhabitant and upon “ backsheesh.” It 
was a refuge for worn-out domestic servants or other proteges of the local authorities; 
and, although the pay Avas irregular, the opportunities of plunder were great. At 
the head-quarters of each province there Avas established a Prefecture of Police, acting 
under the direct orders of the Governor, for the investigation of crime. In the towns 
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of Cairo and Alexandria there existed a highly-paid police force, with a small number 
of Europeans. The natives were composed, for the most part, of old soldiers, and 
cost EE. 31, per month; the Europeans, £E. 5^. The latter were generally Italians. 
A corps of Mustapliazcen also assisted in the towm duties. The whole were under 
the direction of the Governors of Cairo and Alexandria, as were the Police Courts 
attached to the Prefectures. 

Although the town police were far superior in physique and appearance to those 
of the provinces, the events of the massacre at Alexandria will give some idea of their 
discipline and efficiency. 

This was the state of public security in Egypt when I took over the force at the 
commencement of 1883. At that time no Central Department of Police existed. 
There was no general direction, and no return of crime. The difficulties to be sur¬ 
mounted were very serious. 

1. It was clear that Egypt could not support a voluntary police force, on account 
of its excessive cost. Even with the high pay of £E. 3.^ per month, it was not easy 
to maintain the 1,200 men employed in Cairo and Alexandria. Thus a conseriptive 
force was a necessity. 

2. No officers existed in any way acquainted with police duties. 

3. As it was intended to suppress the system of terrorism and courbash with 
which Egypt had been previously governed, it was necessary to have a police spread 
over the wdiole country, and doing real police work. 

4. This could only be established and maintained by a careful system of European 
inspection, and the Governors of provinces would be likely to resent and oppose any 
interference with their former despotic powers. 

5. No regulations or organization of any kind for the new force existed, and 
everything had to be created, translated, and taught. This even included Pay and 
Store Departments. 

With the approval of Lord Dufferin, I determined upon the following 
project:— 

The old system was not to he interfered with until the new force should liavo 
been organized at Cairo. 

Soldiers belonging to the reserve of the old army were called up and carefully 
chosen. 

Officers of the disbanded army were selected after passing an examination. 

English and native Inspectors were appointed, who, in conjunction with the 
local Governors, traversed the whole country and reported on the police requirements 
of each province, and the posts which should be established. 

In March of the same year this information had been acquired; 7,490 men, the 
numbers indicated as sufficient, had been organized and distributed through the 
provinces, maintaining a reserve at Cairo. 

Then, after the new force had taken up the police duties of the country from 
Wady Haifa to the Mediterranean, the old rabble was called in and completely 
abolished. 

It was determined, in conjunction with Lord Dufferin, that it would be 
inexpedient to suppress the Police Prefectures until the police officers of the provinces 
had become acquainted with their duties and were in a position to replace them, and 
also until the new Tribunals were in working order. In tlie meantime, regulations for 
the general guidance of the force were rapidly elaborated. 

The English Inspectors were directed to leave the actual employment of the police 
in the hands of the Governors, who, being responsible for public security in their 
provinces, must naturally have the powers of direction; but they were to carefully 
guard that no abuses were permitted, and were at all times to assist the Governors 
with their advice, and report to Head-quarters any irregularities. By the commence¬ 
ment of June the wdiole system was working smoothly. Brigandage had rapidly 
decreased, and the Governors were becoming well disposed to the new system. But in 
June the outbreak of cholera in Egypt threw' an unlooked-for strain upon the police. 
The Egyptian Government decided that military cordons should he established to 
prevent the spread of tin* disease. But the Egyptian army authorities declared that 
the army was too young to accept these duties. They wore all thrown upon the new 
police force; 2,500 men wore rapidly concentrated in the infected districts, and for 
three months the most severe w'ork and exposure fell upon this force. The police had 
naturally not been organized with the supply departments of an army, and some idea 
may be formed of the difficulties that had to he met when it is stated that one cordon, 
was 75 miles in extent. 
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But all worked smoothly, although in the execution of their duties in immediate 
contact with the epidemic the police lost heavily. 

Although the organization of the force as police was much impeded by this 
unexpected demand, the public security of the country was fairly maintained. On 
the disappearance of the cholera in September the police returned to their former 
posts. 

In October Mr. Cliffoi’d Lloyd took up his duties in Egypt as Inspector of 
Reforms. In November the news of the destruction of General Nicks’ force in the 
Soudan arrived at Cairo. Tt was determined to send a force of 2,000 men to Suakin. 
But instead of battalions of the army being selected for this didy, 2,000 of tin* police 
were hastily collected and dispatched. The service was most unpopular, for the men 
had been told that their work would lie in Egypt proper ; the force had been placed 
under the Minister of the Interior, and every effort had been used to give it as much 
as possible a civil character. It w r as consequently utterly unsuited for the work which 
it was called upon to perform. 

In December, at the urgent request of the Government, I went to Suakin, and 
the direction of the police came under Mr. Clifford Lloyd. 

A complete reconstruction of the force was immediately commenced. The 
strength decided upon by Lord Dufferin of 7,PK) men was reduced to 5,(500; an 
attempt was made to recruit voluntarily, and the pay was increased from C L. 1 to 
£ E. 1 j. As it was with difficulty that men could be raised for the town po!k-e at 
£ E. 31, this naturally proved utterly insufficient for the purpose. A system of 
centralization was established, which doeicased the responsibility <. r the Go\< nuns. 
The force was divided into three divisions instead of four, which was the original 
project. The mounted police were much ieduced. The Prefectures wen' abolished. 

The geneial result was that iho new force cost as much a- me furmu * n * 
diminished strength proved ulbrly insufficient for the requirements of the twain. 
Brigandage increased to so alarming an extent that propositions were* made for placing 
the country under martial law. The Governors strongly opposed the changed -v Jem, 
and would not work with the English Inspectors of Divisions. 

When T resumed the direction of the police in September P-M i; u.i. J, t< iu.d 
to revert to the system which Lord Dufferin had approved, but the I’ml'cctin .> no 
naturally not re-established. 

The eonlidci e of the local Gov mom had boon m shaken tl iM *’ "<• 

months, and great tact on the part of the English Inspectors, to i >stoie i i ,1 at 
ro-opciation. Bm dining Ihe past year great progress has been made. 

r fhe whole system i now w >rking eisily and well. The Regulations 1. ..ring 
upon all points of police service are established and understood. The officers begin 
thoroughly to work as police officials. Crime is reported to tic police o(’ ( .t h ••kmn,” 
or petty district, by the Sheikhs or village (Baffin. ‘'First information” Reports are 
at once forwarded in duplicate, one to the local representative of the Tribunals and one 
to tin' Gomrnor. (n ease of outrige or serious crime a further detaihnl Report is 
made out and sent to the Governor b.r ommunication to the MinisCr of Gie tnterior, 
The printed forms for this Report compel even comparatively unin > i noted officers to 
all'ord information on every point which can he useful to Dir cential authorities. The 
case itself is taken up by the local L’olie Magistrate, as the representative of the 
Proemcur-General, and handed over to the Tribunal in whose cirel* the crime was 
committed, and tin’s without any unnecessary delay. Accurate detailed registers of 
crimes and accidents are kept at the head-quarter* ol werv proviii *. Monthly 
Returns of all etimes and offences are furnished, through the Minis.er of tin* Interior, 
to the Police Department. Suspicious characters are registered, and their houses 
visited by night-patrols. An elabmatc systc i of patrolling is kept up and cheeked by 
constant inspection of tin* patrol registers, and by the handing to each patrol of a 
ticket to which the Sheikhs of the vil’ages visited are obliged to affix D* ’ • 
Registers of stolen property' and property recovered are accurately kep or 

detective system has been organized, embracing the whole of Egypt, with a er t d 
establishment to control it. 'Phis is a now creation, and is improving daily. A 
perfect system of communication exists between the Governors and the Inspect or- 
Goueral as to persons “ wanted,” and it is difficult for a criminal to escape, even by 
going to tin* farthest point of the country. Petty offences are dealt with by the 
Mamour-el-Markoz. At the sub-districts of the provinces of Lower ligypt Sessions 
are held on appointed days. The police issue summonses to appear before these 
Courts, and the District Police Officer prosecutes, as representative of the Procureur- 
Gen&al. 


o 
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The Direction of Police at Cairo is attached to tlie Ministry of the Interior, of 
which it is an integral portion. The most perfect harmony exists in my relations with 
the Minister and in the general conduct of affairs. The Governors’ Reports are handed 
over to me direct; in fact, all business connected with public security is passed on to 
the Department, and is dealt with without interference. Communications with the 
Governors are always made through the Minister. The local Governors are now the 
strongest supporters of the new' police system. 

Por police purposes Egypt is divided into three divisions and the town of Cairo. 
There is a Deputy Inspector-General to each division, with two Assistants, one English 
and one native. For discipline, drill, and interior economy, the police come under the 
Deputy Inspectors, but for police duties they are directly responsible to the local 
Governor. A constant system of inspection is maintained. The Police Inspectors 
have no local executive power, but they advise and assist the Governors, and report 
any irregularities to head-quarters. The police have their own Store Department, and 
all the regulations for clothing and equipment are carried out as accurately as in an 
English regiment, and with great regard to economy. 

In addition to its owm duties, the police is charged with the fire brigade services 
of Egypt. These now r form au integral part of the police force. It is also responsible 
for the repression of slavery. 

During the past year, the whole Egyptian army being absent in the Soudan or at 
Suakin, publie security from Wady Haifa to the Mediterranean has been maintained 
by the police and gendarmerie without any military aid. They did all the army 
duties of Cairo and Alexandria guards, &c., and although the country was in a state 
of agitation from the Mahdi’s movements in the Soudan, no serious disorder of any 
kind has occurred, and the English army has never once been called upon in aid of the 
civil poAver. Yet the force of police and gendarmerie is less, I believe, in proportion 
to the population than that of any other country. 

The gendarmerie is the police reserve. It numbers 1,400 men (blacks), and is 
distributed wherever there is reason to apprehend disorder. This reserve is in a very 
high state of discipline and efficiency, and when required at any point, it immediately 
comes under the direction of the civil authorities, and thus avoids all the friction 
which invariably occurs when detachments of the army are called upon to act in aid of 
the civil power. This reserve is certainly at present the most effective part of the 

police system. , . 

Thus, although much remains to be done, and daily progress is being made, it 
will be seen that a great work has been accomplished; and it must be remembered 
that the police of Egypt, with its now complete system, has been absolutely created 
ab initio, and that no previous organization existed. 

The police, like anv w r ork accomplished in Egypt by Englishmen, has^ been 
coustantlv attacked by the “ Bosphore Egyptian ” and newspapers writing in Erench 
interests/ To show the thorough falsity of these attacks, I inclose the Brigandage 
Returns for the last eighteen months during which regular Crime Reports have been 
received:— 


1881. 


April 
May .. 
June 
July 

August .. 
September 
October.. 
November 
Dc et mber 

Total 


1885. 


11 

Januaiy 



. . 11 

10 

Fcbi nary .. 



• • *5 

16 

March 



.. 4 

10 

| April 


.. 

.. o 

. 8 

Mav 



.. 4 

. o 

June .. 



.. 5 

30 

j Julv 



.. ii 

10 

I August 



• • 1 

6 

September . 



« ■ i 

116 

j Total 

•• 


.. 17 


The steady decrease in the present year is most satisfactory and encouraging 
The present principal requirement of the Egyptian police is a small river flotilla 
for service on the Nile. This want is generally acknowledged, but the state of the 
finances of the country has hitherto prevented its creation. 

If the present organization is maintained without further alterations, 1 expect 
that in another year the force will attain a high degree of efficiency; but the most 


serious difficulty with which I have to contend lies in the want of confidence which 
the constant changes mentioned have occasioned. 

Even at the present moment, although the force is being carried on at the 
reduced sum allotted by Lord Northbrook, the Einancial Department is projecting 
further reductions which must spoil the whole organization, and this for the sake of 
getting economics and increased surpluses which go into the hands of the bondholders, 
and destroy the efficiency of Egyptian administration. 

As long as this system is maintained it is impossible that English action in Egypt 
can bo successful. 

The following Table will show how the sums allowed for public security (army 
and police) have been constantly reduced in the last few years :— 


Liquidation . 
1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 


f 

573.000 

627,041 

519,741 

467,810 

411,458 


It is clear that where there is no finality there can be no steady and effective 
organization. 

(Signed) Y. BAKER. 

Cairo, October 26, 1885. 


No. 73. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond, Wolff. 

(No. 42.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 3, 1885, 4'10 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 85 of yesterday. 

I will communicate with Italian Government in sense desired. 


No. 74. 

The Marouis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond Wolf. 

(No. 43.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 3, 1885, 4‘20 P.M. 

YO UR telegram No. 87 of yesterday. 

I have no objection. 


No. 75. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir J. S. Lumley. 

(No. 94.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 3, 1885, 4'30 P.M. 

COUNT NIGRA has asked me to induce Egypt to take away Governor from 
Massow r ah that Italy may have free hand. Same has been said at Cairo to Wolff. 

Tell Minister for Foreign Affairs that moment is ill-chosen; for just now, wiiilsl 
Soudan is in agitation, Egypt cannot incur suspicion of Sultan. 

Our own attitude as to Italian occupation of Msssowuh is unchanged. 


No. 70. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolf to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 4, 8 p.m.) 
(No. 90.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 4, 1885, 7'13 P.M. 

GENERAL GRENFELL telegraphs to General Stephenson:— 

“ [ ? ] reports about 6,000 Dervishes have crossed to Abou Fatmc. Every¬ 

thing points to speedy advance. Maiub proposes to move his family north.” 

(Sent to Sir W. White.) 
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No. 77. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 5, 10 A.M. 
(No. 91.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 5, 1885, 8T5 A.M. 

NEWS from the front necessitates reinforcements. General Grenfell wants an 
English and an Egyptian battalion. Latter cannot be sent without diminishing force 
here both of Egyptian army and police in a serious manner, and it would be of 
little good on the frontier. A second English battalion should be dispatched. Could 
one or two more battalions be sent here from England ? T have spoken to General 
Stephenson, and telegraph with his acquiescence. I strongly recommend that this 
should, if possible, be done at once. 

'Please reply. 


No. 78. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eger ton. 

(No. 213.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 5, 1885, t*30 P.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 4S1 of 1st. 

Rothschilds think it best that power of attorney should be drawn up at Cairo, and 
forwarded to them for signature. 


No. 79. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir II. Drummond Wolff. 

(No. 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 5, 18S5, 1*50 P.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 91 sent to War Office. 

No. 92 to Admiralty. 

Applications for reinforcements should be sent by General direct to War Office. 


No. 80. 

Sir II. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 5, 5*10 I'.M.) 
/No. 90. Cuniidontial.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 5, 1885, 1*15 P.M. 

VS \our Lordship \ct communicated with Rothschilds as to plan for banning 
Duinai.i Lads proposed by Nubar Pasha in bis loiter to Mr. Lgerton ot the 21th 

October r . 

M. de Boutcron objects to the farming of remaining lands, and tells me that the 
proposal has placed his employes in a state of mutiny, which, on the other hand, is 
denied, lie also requires guarantees from those proposing to lease them. 

Government say, as there is a guarantee at the back of the Domains for the loan, 
the farming of the lands even at loss would not affect bondholders ; but they say there 
w ill be no such loss. 

M. de Boutcron wishes to postpone the farming till a general scheme lor the whole 

property can be carried out. t , 

If ‘ltothsehilds back him up, a very awkward question might arise. Could you 
ascertain from them their real feelings ? 

1 think Government scheme presents great advantages. 


rsi 
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No. 81. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eqerton. 

(No. 244.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 5, 1885, 7*15 r.M. 

MESSRS. ROTHSCHILD have written at length on the project of letting 
the Domains lands. I presume nothing will he decided till Gibson’s appointment is 
formally completed. But in any case, make sure that action is suspended till you 
receive instructions for yourself and Sir II. Wolff. 


No. 82. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received Novembei C.) 

Sir, Admiralty, November 5, 1885. 

REEERRING to your letter of the 2nl instant, transmitting copy of a telegram 
from Sir II. Wolff at Cairo, suggesting the employment of another \ esscl oi two to 
assist in the suppression of the grain trade in the Red Sea, I am commanded by my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request that you will draw Lord Salisbury’s 
attention to the last paragraph of the extract from Lord John Hay’s letter of the 17tb 
October, forwarded to you in mine of the 3rd instant, stating that three of Her 
Majesty’s ships are actively engaged on the service. 

2. I am further to send you herewith copy of a telegram which was received last 
night from the Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, saying that Her Majesty’s 
ship “Dolphin” would he ordered to Suakin, in consequence of a report from the 
Senior Naval Officer in the Red Sea that the Slave Traffic had been driven north and 
south of the limits within which Her Majesty’s ships were directed to cruize. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN M\CGUE< 


Inclosurc in No. 82. 

A hniral Lord John Hay to the Secretary to the Admit alt j. 

(Telegraphic.) Xante, November 1, 1^5 

FOLLOWING from “Falcon,” Suakin 

“‘Gannei’ blockading coast 21° to 22° 18'. My boats thence to lviil.hu 
‘ Starling ’ wdll blockade to 18° 10' north. Slave Traffic now driven north and south 
of our limits. Could advantageously employ two more ships. Present blockade 
hardly el! ‘ctivc.” 

“ Dolphin” will be ordered Suakin. 


No. 83. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Puuncefate.— (Received November (i.) 

Sir, War Office, November G, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copies oi a 
telegram with regard to a Hairs in Egypt. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosurc in No. 83. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Secretary Smith. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 5, 1885, 4*25 p.m. 

FOLLOWING from Grenfell 

“ Vcntris wires that Sheikh of Koeli reports enemy is advancing on both hanks, 
Khoir cast, Majid west. lie is certain tlicv have left Askan. Zobir has joined them. 

[69i] ' p 
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Also that a spy returned from Hafir confirms this, and says their object is to cut off 
communication and prevent reinforcements coming to us. 

“ Bedouins of Argo Island were told to cut railway. Spy does not know if they 
have started yet, hut everything was to have been ready on Monday last. All their 
food and ammunition in nuggars. At Butler’s urgent request I send him Berkshire 
unless I get a wire from you to the contrary.” 

Berkshire will go to Haifa. 

Please inform .Foreign Office for Drummond Wolff. 

Shall be glad of another battalion, and if possible two. 


No. 84. 

Tne Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond, Wolff. 

(No. 50.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 6, 1885, 5'40 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 93 of yesterday. 

An approximate estimate is absolutely necessary. We do not wish to tie you 
down too tightly to it, but must have some indications of probable amount. 


No. 85. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond Wolff 

(No. 52.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 6, 1885, 7*15 P.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 83 of 1st. 

Three vessels already guarding coast. Admiral has now sent “ Dolphin ” to 
Suakin. 


No. 86. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir II. Drummond Wolff. 

(No. 53.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November C, 1885, 7'20 r.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 96 of yesterday. 

Letter from Messrs. Botksckild will be sent to yon by to-night’s mail with 
instructions. 


No. 87. 


Sir R. Thompson to Sir J . Pauncefote.—(Received November 7.) 

Sir, War Office, November 6, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copy of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

T am, &o. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 87. 

Mr. W. H. Smith to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, November 6, 1885, 3*55 P.M. 

YOURS yesterday. 

Arrangements will be made to send reinforcements if deemed necessary. Present 
information seems rather vague. Where should you propose to meet the enemy if he 
advances r We do not attach importance to holding railway up to Akasheh if rolling- 
stock is withdrawn. 


No. 88. 

Sir II. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 7, !0\30a.m.) 
(No. 98.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 7, 1885. 

YOUR No. 50. 

With consent of General, I have sent word to Grenfell to obtain information for 
me against arrival of Turkish High Commissioner. The Siwali expedition may there¬ 
fore be postponed for the present, and I will later send estimate. 


No. 89. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 8, 4'15 p.m.) 

(No. 483.) _ 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 8, 1885, 3 p.m. 

LETTER for the Queen from the King of Abyssinia arrived ; probably contains 
the King’s views ot his position under the Treaty of Adowa. Would Her Majesty, 
if there be difficulty in getting translation in London, graciously authorize its being 
opened and translated here, so as to save time ? 


No. 90. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received November 9.) 

Sir, War Office, November 9, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for Wav to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copy of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 90. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. W. H. Smith. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 7, 1885, 3'20 p.m. 

YOURS yesterday. 

Consider withdrawal of outposts south of Wady Haifa inexpedient now that 
enemy threaten advance. Loss of prestige serious: would encourage enemy and 
wavering tribes, and possibly arouse bad feeling in Egypt, besides abandoning Majub, 
friendly Sheikh, Abri, whom I have to protect at Kosliay, and who promises to oppose 
advance of enemy. Chief information comes through his country. 

Rumour gaining ground of collection of large force of enemy at Berber and Abu 
Ahmed, with view to advance Korosko desert and invade Egypt. Must therefore 
prepare to meet enemy Assouan, Korosko, Wady Haifa, and outposts south, using rail 
and steamers to Ababdeli. Troops there required. Musi retain small movable force 
Cairo. 

If battalions asked for in mine [? of 5th] can be sent at short notice, I will not 
apply for them if I can help it. 

Am sending best information I can obtain, but it must always be vague. 



No. 91. 

Colonel Deedes to Sir ./. Pauncefote.— v Received November 9.) 

Sir, War Office, November 9, 1885. 

WITH reference to your letter received on the 6th instant, inclosing copies of 
telegrams from and to Sir Drummond Wolff, Nos. 95 and 48 respectively, I am 
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directed by Mr. Secretary Smith to transmit herewith copies of telegrams from this 
Department to General Officer Commanding) Cairo 5 dated the fi th instant, and of his 
reply, dated the 8th instant. 

* * I am, &c. 


(Signed) H. G. DEEDES. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 91. 

Mr. W. H. Smith to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, November 7, 1885, 5T5 p.m. 

FOLLOWING from Wolff to Lord Salisbury 

“ I propose, with your Lordship’s sanction, to ask General Stephenson to instruct 
General Grenfell to let it he known that we are quite willing to come to peaccfu 
arrangement with the Soudanese, while we are determined to resist in the strongest 
manner any advance on Egyptian territory. 

“As soon as 1 hear of the appointment of Turkish Commissioner, the Soudanese 
might he informed of his approaching arrival, as I am anxious to prevent, if possible, 
any collision.” 

Please report on Wolff’s suggestion forthwith. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 91. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. IT. II. Smith. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 8, 1S85, 4 35 P.M. 

YOURS 7th. . 

Any intimation to Soudanese as suggested by Wolff would, in my opinion, he 
considered by them as weakness, and tend to hasten collision rather than prevent it. 
Words v ill not avail with them just now. They must know our determination to 
resist, which will he better proved when they attempt advance than by proclaiming it 
beforehand. 

Relieve announcing presence of Turkish Commissioner in Egypt will teud to 
exasperate Soudanese, who hate the name of Turk. 

One of chief objects present war was to free Soudan from all Turkish influence. 

Arrital of Turkish Commissioner will be known in Soudan very quickly, where 
all that passes in Egypt is communicated by secret agents. 

1 believe best means of coming to peace arrangements will be through some 
powerful and influential Sheikh. But I know of none yet, unless it be Hussein I’aclia 
Khalifa, of Ababdeh, now in Cairo. Selection of suitable Sheikh has been long under 
consideration. 


No. 92. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury.— (Received November 9, H'15 A.M.) 


(No. 101.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 9, 18S5, 10'lo a.m. 

BAKER reports that there is a widespread alarm in Egypt relative to reported 
advance of the rebels and a revival of the panic of last year. lie is taking steps 
for reinforcing the police of the upper provinces. 


No. 93. 


Sir II. Drummond Wolf to the Marquis of Salisbury.— {Received November 9, 4-35 l\M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 9, 1885, 3'35 P.M. 

T11E nun from Khartoum arrived here to-day. The priest who was with her 
described the organization of the Soudanese as considerable. Before the departure 
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of the nun 15,000 men left Khartoum, under Abder-el-Jam, with orders to go to 
Koroslco and to attack Egypt, and they are more fanatical than ever. 

No. 94. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond Wolf. 

(Telegraphic ) Foreign Office, November 9, 1885, 5Y5 P.M. 

communications 

with the Soudanese, which he has no doubt discussed with you. 


No. 95. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury .—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 776 ) Cairo, October 31, 1SS5. 

y I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship the ofHcial Report, 
in the “Gazette” of last Saturday, of the sitting of the Geneial A. ^ . 

12tli September, when it w^as dismissed by Nubar Baslia with ie au ion } 

Khedive. T , « 

(Signed) ^ ’ EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosuro in No. 95. 

Extract from the “Journal Of del ” of Egypt of October 24, iSSo. 

(Traduction.) Assemhlee Gene rale. 

rroch-veM M h Sc.mce <ht tommli, 3 Z,irWK 0- *1*™*". ,W5 -> 

“ -ao in soancc Puente. 

ME# .>-—■ 

le l ,r Aout, 1885. . , ■> • ,1 .in dans la seance do la 

A eette occasion, je crois devoir repet or oc que ,]< .)• ... ' ( te donne des 

Commission a laquellc assist Hr Monenetl a w: £ „ A 6 .me 

details generaux sur les travaux a 1 execution desquilh ^ * ; t nonvo lleinent 

srs 

Mr. Moncricff comma ctant im dullvo aplHoxi'iatncmc.i ; tivml ot quo les 

11 cat vrai quo les .lonnocs do Mr. Moncr-It esentfl u I, 

sornmos qu’il indique dans la dite note, pour 1 m J^1‘ qq. v jii ( ' is (1 eonvient, toute- 
resultat do devis nbsolunic.it exacts ot muml e. s. meat d^{^ ti(ms , m q. alos c » e8 t 
fois, de remarquer quo si Air. Moncnefl na ai 1 d’enar-nter un travail long, 

uniquement en raison de l urgencc du momcn m q! ess aire Ini serait fourni. 

eouteux, et pdnible, avant de s’etre assure que 1 lct , c t plus exacts 

Cependaut, ties que le credit demaude sua n - Gouvevm > m ent, qui les exammeva 

scront, sans aiieun doute, soumis alappiobat spum ettra, avant de les mettre a 

avee toute l’attention qu’ils eomportent t ^ 

execution, a la haute appreciation de Son AHo^e k kl ^ ^ Bscollm , p Abdul- 
Son Excellence Nubar P«e/i«.—Ainsi quo 3 ; ss . mce Rapport de la 

Rahman Pacha Rouclidi, le ConseiU ?pq u \ U j{ a \ ima n Raclia Rouchdi a fait allusion, et 
Commission auquel sou Excellence Abd - devoir pr6sentev. Nous sornmos 

remercic la Commission des observa ions qu ' ‘ iustes qu’il s’en trouve quelques- 
cependant d’avis, bien quo ees observations soient justes, qu q 

W 
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unes qu’on no saurait approuver et d’autres qui reclament une etude approfondie. 
Aussi scront-ellcs soigneusement studies par le Conseil des Ministres, qui sera guid£ 
dans ce travail par le desir d’etre utile au pays et d’assurer sa prosperity. II est 
supcrflu dc dire qu’aucun projet ne sera inis a execution sans avoir et6 prealablement 
approuve par Son Altcsse le Khedive. 

Eli ce qui eonccrne la convocation de l’Asscmblec Gendrale, j’avoue qu’elle 
aurait pu se faire depuis quatre on cinq rnois, si certaines questions relatives a l’Egypte 
n’avaient fait alors en Europe l’objct d’uu examen et si le Gouvernemcut de Son 
Altcsse n’avait eu tout d’abord ii (Studier la question de la corvee et les rnoyens dc la 
suppriruer. Le Gouverneiuent ne pouvait, en effet, faire aucunc convocation avant 
d’avoir termine cette etude et prepare ainsi les points qui devaient etre soumis a 
l’Assemblde Gendrale. 

Quant au 1,000,000/. dont il vient d’etre question, j’admcts quo nous l’avons 
demande pour les travaux d’irrigation de l’Egypte, sur les instances do Mr. Moncrieff 
et les motifs qu’il a fait valoir. L’interct de cette somme est, ainsi quo vous le savez, 
dc 3 pour cent par an. 

A l’epoque de la reunion de la Conference dc Londrcs, j’avais soumis un Rapport 
tendant a demontrer que les impots de l’Egypte devaient subir une reduction annuelle 
1,030,000/. J’ajoutais que ces impots se ilivisaient en impot foncier et imp6t per¬ 
sonnel on corvee. 

J’ose dire, quoique nous n’ayons pu obtenir une reduction totale, quo nous avons 
eependant reussi ii opercr une reduction partielle de 450,000/. par an. 

Dans un Rapport qu’il avait elabore alors qu’il dtait Ministre dcs Travaux 
Publics, feu Ismail Pacha Ayoub proposait, non de supprimer la corvee, rnais de 
salarier les corveables employes par l’Etat. Pour faire face aux frais que cette mesure 
(levait entratner, Ismail Pacha Ayoub proposait d’imposer ebaque feddan de la Basse- 
Egypte dc P. E. 10 et de P. T. 0 seulement ebaque feddan dc la Haute-Egypte. 

Nous n’avons pas cru opportun il’ailopter cette proposition et nous avons preferd 
supprimer entitlement le systhme aetuel de la corvee. 

Depuis vingt ans, j’ai toujours reconnu la necessity dc modifier do fond en eomble 
le systeme dc la corvee, et surtout d’abolir l'usagc dc faire travailler gratuitement les 
corveables sur les terres de Son Altcsse l’ex-Khedive Ismail Pacha. 

S’inspirant de ces ideas, le Gouvernoment prepara un projet tendant ii supprimer 
en grande partie la corvee. Ce projet, presente iiSon Altesse le Khedive, a etc l’objet 
d’un examen auquel Son Altesse a daigne participer. II ne pent encore etre soumis a 
I’Assemblee en raison ties modifications qu'il nous a paru ree lamer encore. CVs 
modifications ne pourront etre faites qu’aprhs un second examen, lequel, necessaire- 
ment, exigera du temps et ne pourra etre termine promptement. Dans ces conditions, 
Son Altesse me charge dc remercior MM. les Membres dc l’Assemblee Gdneralo de 
l’emprcsscmeut avee lequel ils out assiste a toutes les reunions et du zele qu’ils out 
apporte dans l’ctude de toutes les questions qui leur ont ete soumises. Je suis charge 
en memo temps de les informer que Son Altcsse, en vertu des droits quo lui aecorde 
1’Article 39 de la Loi Organique, a ordonne la dissolution de l’Asscmblee Gen5rale. 

M. le President leve la seance ii 1 hcurcs et domic a la Turquc (11 heures 
30 matin). 


No. 96. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.- - (Receive,l November 10.) 

(No 7S0.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 2, 1885. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose copies of telegrams from General Grenfell to 
Sir Broderick Stephenson, on the subject of the expected advance of the dervish forces 
upon Egypt. 

The report of the fall of Senaar, previously transmitted, is stated to rest on the 
authority of an eye-witness. 

1 also beg to inclose copy of a telegram which I have received from General 
Grenfell, stating that Suleiman Wad Gamr, the murderer of Colonel Stewart, has 
written from Dongola, tendering his submission. 

General Stephenson informs me that he proposes to approve of General Grenfell’s 
suggestion as regards Suleiman Wad Gamr. 

I do not believe, however that the latter has Stewart’s diaries in his possession. 


mm , wm .W 



being under the impression that these were taken to Omdurman to the Malulis 
treasury. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGEltTON. 

P.S.—I may mention that the War Minister, Abdel Kader Pasha, tells me the 
reports received by the Egyptian Government do not confirm the news of the fall of 
Senaar. 

E. H. E. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 96. 

General Grenfell to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan , October 26, 1883. 

BUTLER thinks situation requires reinforcement of Egyptian army at Akasha. 
I am sending half a battalion from here, and if you concur, should be glad of 
first battalion of Egyptian army from Cairo. 

I think the time has come when officers on leave from field force should be 
telegraphed for. I conclude that drafts are being sent up as quickly as possible. 

I think we should now look upon an advance on Egypt as merely a question of 
time, and be thoroughly prepared. 

I should be glad of an artillery officer as Commander Royal Artillery to advise 
me; I attach great importance to this. Any officer senior to officers Royal Artillery 
here, and an active man, would do. I think I have enough guns afloat and ashore to 
warrant this appointment. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 96. 

General Grenfell to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan , October 29, 1885. 

COLVILLE has further examined the nuns. They have it on the personal 
authority of an eye-witness,a lay negro brother, that Senaar has fallen. They also 
saw the victorious army returning with captives. They state Mudir and whole 
garrison destroyed. They state 30,000 men under Nejumi marching on Abu-Alnned 
for lvorosko. They are positive that an invasion is imminent. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 96. 

General Grenfell to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, October 30, 1885. 

VENT11IS wires: “ A former spy of Turner’s reports 4,000 dervishes and 6,000 
pressed inhabitants. 

“Disposition: Dongola, 6,000 ; 1 lafir, 3,000; Argo, 1,000.” 

Eorce was to have moved to Askan last Saturday. Intention to occupy Mahass 
and destroy railway. Rumour that Wad-en-Nejumi is at Abu-Alnned with 30,000 
men en route for lvorosko. Daubeny reports Nejumi at Metammoh. 


Tnelosure 4 in No. 96. 

General Grenfell to Mr, Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, November 2, 1885. 

SULEIMAN WAD GAMR, Stewart’s murderer, and his two uncles have written 
from Dongola, tendering their submission and asking for pardon. I propose informing 
Suleiman that, if he desires pardon, he must show his good faith by sending in 
Stewart’s diaries. His uncles, who are good men, should be pardoned, but Colville 
doubts their good faith. 


\ 
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No. 97. 

Sir J. S. Lumley to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 209.) 

My Lord, Rome , November 5, 1885. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 204 of the 28th ultimo, I have now the 
honour to report that the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed me that 
the Italian Government are prepared to adhere to the proposed Law for the regulation 
of the foreign press in Egypt, on the condition that all the other Governments give 
their assent thereto. 

His Excellency has requested me to apprise him of the consent of the other 
Cabinets, in order that he may forward to the Italian Agent and Consul-General in 
Egypt the apposite instructions in the matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. SAYILE LUMLEY. 


No. 98. 

Sir J. S. Lumley to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 210. Most Confidential.) 

My Lord, Rome , Novembei 6, 1885. 

I HAD yesterday an opportunity of speaking to Count Itobilant on the subject 
of the position of the Italian forces at Massowah. 

I said I bad been informed that Count Nigra bad asked your Lordship to induce 
the Egyptian Government to remove their Governor from Massowah, in order that 
the Italians might have their hands free there, and that a similar request had been 
nude to Sir Drummond Wolff at Cairo; that the moment for such a demand appeared 
to your Lordship to be ill-chosen, because* just now, whilst the Soudan is in a state of 
agitation, Egypt could not take such a stop, by which she might incur the suspicion of 
the Sultan. 

I added that the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government with regard to the Italian 
occupation of Massowah was the same as that of Lord Granville, who, on several 
occasions, had strongly advised the Italian Government to come to some ariaugcment 
with the Forte on the subject of that occupation. 

Count Itobilant replied it was his habit to speak with great frankness, and 
he would do so on this present occasion. I was aware, lie said, that he had had 
nothing to do with the sending of hoops to Massowah, and he certainly would never 
have done so himself; but he had to deal with a fait accompli. 

The* Italian troops were at Massowah, and there they must remain, and it w r as not 
lie that would give the order to recall them. 

Count Itobilant said lie had no wish to embarrass Her Majesty’s Government, 
but the position of the Italian troops at Massowah had become perfectly intolerable; 
the Egyptian garrison existed solely under the protection of Italian bayonets, with¬ 
out which it would be utterly helpless against the attacks of the rebels and 
Abyssinians, and the return the Italians met with for this protection was that they 
wore thwarted by the Egyptians in c\cry step they took, so persistently and with 
such intentional bad feeling, that the exasperation of the Italian officers and men had 
reached such a pitch that there w r as no knowing what might occur at any moment; 
it might be in a few r days, it might be in a couple of weeks or in as many months, 
and 1 lie Italian authorities would do all in their power to put olf the evil day, but 
com** it must, and the only wav to prevent it was to band over the administration of 
Massowah to the Italians. 

1 said it was evidently impossible for Her Majesty's Government to endeavour to 
induce the Egyptian Government to give up the administration of Massowah to the 
Italians in face of the positive order that bad been sent, by telegraph, to Cairo, that 
the administration of that place should be retained in the hands of the Egyptians, 
and that die authorities of ALassovvah could not do otherwise than obey those 
instructions. 

Count Itobilant said that Count Nigra did not mention the fact of such an order 
having been given, in a late telegram which he read to me, and his Excellency asked 
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me if that order had been sent recently. I z’eplied that although I was aware of its 
having been sent, I could not say at what date. 

His Excellency then continued his observations, saying that after all the authority 
of the Porte over Massowah was merely nominal, and that if the Italians were to 
retire from Massowah their place would be instantly filled by some other Power, 
which certainly would not move from it again, or it would fall a prey to the savage 
hordes of insurgents or of the Abyssinians—probably the latter—and he did not think 
England would undertake another campaign against the Abyssinians for the purpose 
of restoring Massowah to Egypt. In fact the presence of the Italian troops was a 
benefit to Egypt, and if Turkey should ever take the field in the Soudan, she would 
certainly find it a great advantage to have her flank protected by the presence of the 
Italian troops on the coast. 

I said I could not help feeling that the position of Italy would have been bettei 
had the advice of Her Majesty’s Government been followed: if Italy, while pointing 
out the defenceless condition in which the Fed Sea coast would be left by the retreat 
of the Egyptian garrisons and the impossibility of England or Turkey affording 
sufficient protection to navigation and trade in that sea, and had asked the Porte for 
leave io occupy Massowah in the interests of international commerce, the Porte 
might as usual have delayed its reply and the force of circumstances would have 
compelled the Italian troops to occupy Massowah; but while the result would have 
been probably the same, the susceptibility of the Sultan would not have been wounded 
by an act which was doubtless represented at Constantinople in the most unfavourable 
light. 

I added that the possession of Massowah could not be a matter of indifference to 
Egypt or to the Porte, since it was included in the territories from which the tribute 
to the Porte was raised, which I had reason to believe amounted to 18,000/. 

Upon this Count Itobilant replied he had no hesitation in saying that as soon as 
the administration of Massowah was placed in the hands of the Italian authorities be 
would be piepared to enter into negotiations with the Porte. 

I did not think it advisable to press Count Itobilant for an explanation as to the 
nature of these negotiations, but taken in connection with my mention of the tribute, 
if occurred to me that bis Excellency might have referred to the possibility of 
indemnifying the Porto and Egypt either by the purchase of Massowah or by renting 
it from the Egyptian Government; this, however, is a mere surmise on my part. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) J. SAVILU LUMELY. 


No, 99. 

•N/ R. Tliompcon to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received November 10.) 

Sir, ll ur Office, Nol ember 10, 1885. 

I AM directed by tin* Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copies of three 
telegrams with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &e, 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 99. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mi. Senetaiy Smith. 

(Telegraphic.) Caiio, November 7, J 885. 

It ECO M M LND suspension of discharge by purchase, and men to join Peseta e in 
Frontier Field Force. 


[691] 


it 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 99. 

Mr. Secretary Smith to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, November 9, 1885, 5‘5 p.m. 

YOURS 7tli. 

Very undesirable to suspend discharge by purchase, or into Reserve, unless in the 
face of positive danger. Will, instead, send drafts out at once to raise strength of 
battalions. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 99. 

Mr. Secretary Smith to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, November 9, 1885, 5'25 p.m. 

YOURS 7th. 

The dispositions to meet enemy are left in your hands. Additional strength can 
be sent to you at very short notice in any emergency. Am unwilling to create alarm 
by increasing force in Egypt unnecessarily. Ilope that sending drafts as proposed 
will be sufficient. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 99. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Secretary Smith. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 9, 1885, 7'45 p.m. 

FALL of Scnnaar seems certain. It will increase enemy’s force, whose advance 
upon Egypt seems evident, both by Atmoor Desert and Nile, possibly both banks. 

Latest report states intention of enemy to occupy Bir Khanik, about 15 miles 
due east Tangur. 


No. 100. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefotc.—(Received November 10.) 

Sir, War Office, November 10, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copies of two 
telegrams with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPn THOMPSON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 100. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Secretary Smith. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , November 10, 1885, 10'30 A.M. 

AUTHORITY requested to raise company Camel Corps for front; camels 
arrived from Suakin quite unfit. Egyptian army will raise other companies in 
addition. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 100. 

Mr. Secretary Smith to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, November 10, 1885, 4*15 p.m. 

YOURS to-day. 

You have full authority to form Camel Corps company. 
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No. 101. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury,—(Received November 10, 2T0 p.m.) 
(No. 106.) 

(Telegraphic.) . Cairo, November 10, 1885. 

MONEY is absolutely required to send Egyptian troops to the frontier. At the 
request of General Stephenson, I have arranged with Mr. Vincent to make an advance 
out of the Soudanese millions. It will bo about 40,000/. Mr. Vincent said he will 
later claim this from Her Majesty’s Government, but I would not discuss the point. 
As the matter is burning, the money was required at once. 

Do you approve ? 


No. 102. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond Wolf. 

(No. 57.) M 

(Telegraphic.) Foreicjn Office, November 10, 1885, 415 p.m. 

CABINET are of opinion that anything like an announcement of willingness 
to treat concerning the Soudan made public would now be a sign of weakness; but 
that if you can find an Arab intermediary whom you can thoroughly trust, such a 
message conveyed to the insurgent leaders might have a good effect. But you must 
be very careful to give no impression of a reluctance to fight, and your negotiations in 
the first instance, at least, should only apply to the country south of Berber. 


No. 103. 

^ The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond Wolff. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 10, 1885, 6T5 p.m. 

IF you have a suitable opportunity of doing so without frightening him, intimate 
to the Khedive that Nubar Pasha was appointed in consequence of the action of the 
late Government, and has heartily been supported by us. It may therefore be looked 
upon as certain that he has the support of Her Majesty’s Government, whichever party 
is in office. Any idea of displacing him without previous full communication with 
yourself or your successor might produce very serious consequences indeed. 


No. 104. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 11, 8 a.m.) 
(No. 108.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 11. 1885, 1T0 a.m. 

YOUR No. 57. 

I should not like to take any responsibility in the matter apart from military 
authorities, as I might derange their plans without effecting any good, and I could 
not place so delicate a negotiation in the hands of an Arab agent at that distance. 

But I would suggest that the military authorities, after conferring with me, should 
instruct General Grenfell to consider whether he could safely communicate with the 
insurgent Chiefs on the matter, leaving the mode and time of doing so to his 
discretion. 

Some Arab merchants here say that communications are feasible, and I hear this 
from other quarters. 

General Grenfell reports that arrival of our reinforcements has had effect on 
the enemy, and from another source, not very good, I learn that the Chiefs may be 
dealt with. 

I should be glad if some attempt were made in this direction, as it would prove 
our good faith towards the Sultan in respect of the Convention. 

I wish for a distinct record of a desire on our part to arrive at a peaeeable settle¬ 
ment, and to avoid, if possible, further effusion of blood. 
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No. 105. 

Sir H. Dnmmond Wolff to the Mr,* of S.IM. <ry.-{Received November U.V30 r.M.) 

(No. 100.) _ Cairo, November 11, 1885. 

(Telegraphic.) 

ww! sanction, General Stephenson will send General Grenfell 

STte KE yonhre authored to do so, using 

vouv discretion as to means and time. Omvtlv after arrival will go to 

‘ “ Turkish Commissioner expected very soon, and Mmim alter 

frontier.” 


No. 106. 

Sir ft Dnmmond Wolf to the Mar V m of S»M»r S .-(R««W November 12, 3-30 r.M.) 

(No. 112.) Cairo, Normbtr 12,1S85. 

(TOl, ’S a e'mdcinence of news from Wortlcy, urho is with General Grenfell, l propose 

*° Sf l’lf;t'titfrGenS Ste"n’s full approval, who has received very good 
accounts of the Colonel. ______ 


No. 107. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Dnunmond U off. 

(Jo- ° 9 -) . foreign Office, November 1*2, 188o, 8 m l’.M. 

(Telegraphic.) J 

YOU 11 No. 109. . , j, a Stephenson and (Irenloll 

^ ,,icy ai "'" uvo> 

ue have no objection to the intimation you suggest. __— 


No. 108. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolf to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received Sovembei Id, o \o PM.) 

(No. 113.) Cairo, November 13, 1885,1 35 P.M. 

to my telegram No. 109, General Grenfell telegraphs to General 

Stephenson as follows - ...aioiimis ns soon as possible with the dif- 

1 - I think it very advisable to open and the circumstances 

len-nl rebel leaders, ln.t I submit that the cl,miu.mi«itiou. We are 

connected with them should govern c ‘ j 11 ? .,i sU p m p ”vhat 1 consider should he 

preparing a list of the rebel leaders, m ] K „/ m w ilh, 1 would recommend that 

the form of each individual conununiCe u . ° h ^eps should he taken 

Sheikh -Morghani should he sent up immediatelypresence of the Mudir 
to insure against Hussein Khali a doing mis -h-U a ^ ^ dihtricts they were 
of Esiich 1 interviewed the Almbdeh 8' , lkl ‘ >‘ , T)rcVCU tion of contraband trade, 

each responsible for, both as regain s in ^ ‘ dd j }0 w ph us one day and against 

mid w amed them that the time was past that t ) Khalifa. The punishment oi 

us the next. 1 hope same warning may be eomejed to Klul.u 

Ibrahim Saluahi will do a great deal ot good. 
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No. 109. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received November 13, 8 r.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 13, 1885, 7*15 p.m. 

YOUR despatch No. 52 received to-day. 

I hope your Lordship w r ill not insist on Cherif Pasha and Riaz Pasha taking 
any part at present in public affairs. They are not compatible with each other, and 
at present moment their appointment would be fatal to N uhai I aslia. 


No. 110. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Drummond. 

(No. 24-,.) Foreign Office, November 13, 1885. 

WITH reference to Sir A. Paget’s despatch No. 284 of the 28tli September last, 
stating that he had communicated to the Austro-Hungarian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs the draft of the proposed law r for the regulation of the foreign press m Egyp^, 
I have to request that you wall take an opportunity of asking that Her Majesty s 
Government maybe favoured at an early date with the views of the Austro-Hungarian 

Government on the subject. , , , , „ 

The German Government have given their assent to tlio, proposed law, and the 
Italian Government have also expressed their readiness to agree to it it the other 

Governments do so. p 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received November 14.) 

(Confidential.) Office, November 11, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for war to transmit to you, for the 
.information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copy of a 

telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

° I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 111. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Secretary Smith. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 14, 1885, 11'55 A.M. 

FOLLOWING telegram drawn up by Wolff and self sent to Grenfell 
“ Government disposed to negotiate, if possible, with Soudanese south of Bcrbei, 
provided this can ho done without showing too much anxiety on our part foi pea , o 

the slightest reluctance to fight. with cn-P-it 

“Such negotiation is a delicate business, and must be conducted with gieat 

judgment. Should vou at any time see good opportunity, and think it advantageou 
tt) 1 communicate in this sense with Soudanese south of Berber, you are authorized to 

as to moons and tt.nc.__ TuAish Commoner cqpceted 
very soon, and shortly after arrival will go to trout. 
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No. 112. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received November 16.) 

Sir, War Office, November 16, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copy of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 112. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Secretary Smith. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 16, 1885, 1*50 P.M. 

FOLLOWING from Colville 

“A trustworthy spy arrived Koshay, reports lie was at Kaibar on 11th instant; 
on which day enemy’s advanced guard arrived. Troops continued to come in till noon 
on 12th. He estimates their number at 8,000. The two Abdel Mo,}ids in command. 
They have 5 guns and 12 nuggers with them. About 400 armed with rifles, remainder 
with swords and spears. 

“ Their next march will be to Dulgo, when they will move to Erocli, which Abdel 
Mejid will make his head-quarters. Their advanced guard is now at north end of 
Kaibai’.” 


No. 113. 

The Mart pus of Salisbury to ^^r. Drummond. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 16, 1885, 6’15 v.M. 

TIGRANE PASHA brings a letter to you from Mr. Egerton on the subject 
of the Egyptian Press Law. lie will also discuss the tobacco question. (See 
Sir A. Paget’s No. 56, Commercial.) 

Afford him your aid and support. 


No. 114. 

Mr. Egerton to the Margins of Salisbury.—(Received November 17.) 

(No. 789.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 10, 1885. 

A COPY of the letter from Mousa Mohammed El-Fiel and other Chiefs to 
Sheikh Morghani, of Kassala, giving an account of the battle of Ivufit, lias now been 
received. The substance of it has been fully given in the telegram inclosed in my 
despatch No 767 of the 25th October. 

The body of Osman Digna was recognized by the Baria, lleshir, and other 
tribesmen. He had on a waistband of matting such as he is said always to have 
worn. 

Walad-el-Owad, formerly Nazir of the Ilalengas, and sixteen of his relations, were, 
killed at Senhit by order of lias Alula. 

Kassala was in the hands of the rebels be lore the battle. They had packed up in 
hides all the money and stores to take them down to Khartoum by order of Khalifa 
Abdullah, and the Mudir and Chief Clerk were to go also, but the soldiers and people 
were to remain at Kassala. 'They were all there when the letter was written, as the 
battle took place before tliej had time to send an} one or anything away. 

A further account of the battle and llcports from Kassala arc contained in the 
accompanying despatch and telegram from Mr. Cameron. 

[ have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 
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Inelosurc 1 in No. 114. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Egerton. 

Suahin, October 25, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to forward by this mail a small box containing a letter 
from King John to Her Majesty the Queen. 

In Colonel Chermsidc’s absence, it was brought to me this morning by an 
Abyssinian soldier from Ras Alula. In answer to my inquiries, the bearer, Tuku by 
name, informed me that after the victory of Kufit on the 23rd September Ras Alula 
fell back on Senhit, and thence to Amara, where be is now with liis army. That 
Osman Digna was undoubtedly killed and bis body identified, that the rebel Dervishes 
lost 5,050 men, while the Abyssinian loss was only 150, including Balato Gabro and 
three other Generals. It was fever, and not fear of the rebels, that had obliged Ras 
Alula to retreat. The Abyssinian army, it appears, has been suffering severely from 
sickness. 

Ras Alula lias been in communication with the Mudir of Kassala. That town is 
not short of provisions; the siege is raised, but the rebels threaten any evacuation l>v 
the garrison. The Mudir lias again begged Ras Alula to advance, and on bis request 
being reported to King John, llis Majesty ordered Ras Alula to prepare for a second 
expedition, saying that he himself was coming up from Ashcnglii to Adiabo, and that, 
then be and Ras Alula would advance to the relief of Kassala. This decision of King 
John was, by his orders, duly notified to the Mudir, but no date seems to have been 
fixed for the concentration. 

I believe that the proposed advance of King John is something more than idle 
rumour. I have warned the messenger that I am reporting the news to you, and that 
I will also mention it in my letter of acknowledgment to Ras Alula which he is to 
carry back. 

Marcopoli Bey returned to Massowah on the 18th instant. In his letter to me of 
the 21st he says that Ras Alula is preparing for a fresh start, which, he hopes, will 
take place by the end of this month, lie has as yet no news from Kassala, and does 
not expect any before the return of his messenger on the 27th instant. 

Tuku will he sent hack to Massowah by next steamer. 

X Yinvc &c 

(Signed) ’ D. A. CAMERON. 


Inelosurc 2 in No. 114. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Suahin, November 5, 1885. 

YOUR No. 73. 

Egyptian Delegate arrived to-night, lie says that it is absolutely necessary 
for him to go to Cairo to verbally explain Italian interference in our Abyssinian 
policy and position of Chiefs of Arkiko. Sauhatti has been abandoned. 

French Consul at Massowah protests against Egyptian flag at Zulla. 

lie is certain that Kassala is in the hands of rebels, and that the extrication of 
officials is impossible. ILis last messenger reported Digna and three chief Ameers fill 
alive and back at Kassala after the battle, where they have committed great cruelties, 
and put Mudir in irons and sent many to Khartoum. Delegate docs not believe this, 
and asks, are wo to instigate Abyssinians to again advance or not? 


No. 115. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marguis of Salisbury.—(Received November 17.) 

(No. 790.) 

My Lord, Cairn, November 10, 1885, 

A FIJUTII ELI summary of the letter from Suleiman Wad Gamr, mentioned in 
my despatch No. 780 of the 2nd instant, has been received by General Grenfell md 
telegraphed to General Stephenson. Suleiman denies having committed the murder of 
Colonel Stewart, and says it was done by men sent by Mohawmed-eUKhcir. lie offers 
to take Berber for us. 


t 
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General Grenfell has answered him :—“ Government has always looked on the 
■uncles as friends, and will he glad to see them and hear from them Suleiman’s vindi¬ 
cation. I have heard so much against him that, pending this, I would rather not see 
him, but wish to be just and merciful. Give my word that uncles will not be molested 
or detained against their will if they come in.” 

General Grenfell states that one of the uncles was with the river column, and was 
very useful, lie adds that he has no doubt Suleiman committed the murder, but 
thinks it likely that pressure was put on him from Berber. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


No. 11G. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury. —( Received November 17.) 

(No. 791.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 10, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose translation of an interesting letter from Saleh Bey 
(son of Hussein Pasha Khalifa), at Korosko, to the Minister of the Interior, containing 
an account given by some of his messengers of the gathering of the Dervish forces at 
Abu Hamed. Their Report also confirms the news of the fall of Sennaar. 

I beg also to inclose copy of a telegram from General Grenfell reporting the 
advance of the enemy on both banks of the Nile. 

This advance it is to-day reported has been checked, the Chiefs having returned to 
Dongola to confer. 

I have &c 

(Signed) ’ EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 110. 

Saleh Bey to the Minister of the Interior. 

(Traduction.) Korosko, le 30 Octobre, 1885. 

J’AI riionneur d’informer votre Excellence quo j’avais envoye, il v a quelquc 
temps, au Soudan, trois hommes de la tribu d’Ababdah, a l’clfet do rccueillir les 
nouvelles. 

Ces hommes etant de retour depuis deux jours m’ont fait le rapport suivant. 

A lour arrivee a Abou Hamad, n’ayant pas pu avancer vers le sud, ils y sont 
restes pendant quelques jours jusqu’a cc que, ayant recueilli certaiues informations, ils 
se sont eehappes d’Abou Hamad pendant la unit. 

Ils ajoutent que dcs leur arrivee dans cette dernidre localite, ils y ont trouve 300 
dervisluvs environ; mais depuis lors co nombre augmentait d’un jour a l’autre, de sortc 
(pie le Lundi, 11 Moliarrem, 1303 (19 Octobre, 1885), il a atteint le chi fire de 
2,000 environ, lesquels appartiennent aux dillerentes tribus de El-Robatab, El-daaliue, 
El-Ariab, El-Ghihimab, et El-IIameck, et sont armes de sabres ct de lances, a 
l’exception toutefois de vingt-einq hommes “Basingers” environ, armes de fusils 
Remington. 

Les Mahdistes feraient de grands efforts dans le but d’augmentcr leur force. 
Aussi auraicnt-ils designe EKmirAly Becliir, de la tribu El-Ghehimab, a l’eflet de 
recruter ties Bedouins dans les tribus de Kl-Ariab, El-Ghehimab, et autres pour 
renforeer la garnison d’Abou Hamad. 

Avant l’amvee de ces trois hommes a Abou LTamad, ITm dcs Emirs, le nomine 
El-Bechir de Robatab, etait deja parti pour Dongola, a la fete de 500 hommes, y eom- 
pris les trente chamelicrs arretes a Maehrah-el-Delurhc, pendant qu’ils Juyaient dans 
la direction de Korosko. El-Bechir etait cgalcment accompagne dcs Emirs qui se 
trouvaient a Abou llamad, et qui sont, El-11 assailAVelad-El-lIag-Saad, El-Dekcr- 
chawi-Walad-Abou-IIagal, et El-Medareher. 

Ils informent aussi que le Khalifa Abdulla se trouve encore ii Khartoum, et qu’il 
est obei par tons les lieutenants Mahdistes. Que Sennaar s’est rendu depuis longtemps 
aux Mandates, qui l’occupent. Que les hordes d’Abdul Ualunan El-Negoumi et colics 
d’Abou Anglic sont arrivees a El-Metemmeh, d’oii 2,000 d’entre ('lies se sont rendus a 
Berber. Toutes ces hordes auraient l’in tent ion d’avancer vers Dongola, en se divisant 
en deux corps, qui partiraienl, l’un de Metemmeh et l’autre de Berber. 
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Ils ajoutent que le hie vaut 16 Medjidics a Abou Hamad et 21 a Berber, et qu’a 
leur depart d’Abou Hamad ils avaient. appris que les Iladandowahs avancaient dans 
la direction de Kassala pour combattre les Abyssins. 

J’ai, &c. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 11G. 

General Grenfell to General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, November 5, 1885. 

VENTRES wires that, Sheikh of Koch reports enemy is advancing on both banks : 
Klieir east and Majid west. He is certain they have left Askan. Zebehr lias joined 
them. Also, that a spy returnc'i from Hafir confirms this, and says their object is to 
cut communications and prevent reinforcements coming to us : Bedouins of Argo were 
told to cut railway. Spy does not know if they have started yet, but everything was 
to have been ready on Monday last. All their food and ammunition in nuggars. 
At Butler’s urgent request I send him Berkshire unless 1 get a wire from you to 
contrary. 


No. 117. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 17.) 

(No. 792. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 10, 1885. 

COLONEL C11ERMSIDE informs me confidentially that hi' has been asked to 
draw up for Nubar Pasha a statement of his general views on the questions between 
ftaly and Abyssinia relating to Massowah. 

The following is the gist of this statement:— 

The occupation of Massowah by any foreign Power was sure to produce a certain 
('fleet in Abyssinia, and it must be remembered that the Italians already command the 
routes from the coast near Assab to the Shoa country. 

The occupation of Aratla in Buri or Annosley Bay, a useless port in Colonel 
Chermside’s estimation, has added to this irritation. Harkiko, a village at the head of 
the bay, contains a turbulent population of notorious robbers and smugglers; their 
flocks and herds graze on the borders of Abyssinia, and questions a re always occurring 
between them and the Abyssinians. They harbour outlaws and smuggle arms, and 
have long relied on the previously somewhat inimical attitude of the Massowah local 
government towards Abyssinia for support against that Power. 

Both Colonel Chermside and Mason Bev, his predecessor, have had occasion to 
take measures against this lawless people. 

Harkiko is now garrisoned by the Italians, and rightly, or very possibly wrongly, 
the Abyssinians think the Italians support the Harkiko people against them. 

Formerly, there was neutral ground between the Abyssinian frontier and 
Massowah, and a post established on it two years ago by the Egyptians at Saliati so 
incensed the Abyssinians that they came down in force and overwhelmed it. 

On Admiral Hewett’s mission proceeding to Abyssinia, Saliati was temporarily 
occupied under special agreement that it should he evacuated on the return ot the 
mission. This was not done, and proved a great source of irritation to the Abyssinians, 
especially when the Italians took it over from Egypt and occupied it with their local 
levies. 

But it is satisfactory to learn from a telegraphic Report just received from 
Massowah, that Colonel Saletta has now at length abandoned it. 

Export of grain and cloth by land from Massowah, except consigned to merchants 
in Abyssinia, has been long forbidden, with the full approval and concurrence of the 
Abyssinians. The latter were especially anxious that supplies should not reach the 
llabab tribe, of whose Sheikh’s (Kantibai’s) loyalty the Egyptian and Abyssinian 
authorities have grave doubts, and who was on bad terms with the Beni Anicrs. 

On two occasions this summer the Italian authorities have allowed large caravans 
of supplies to pass to these people, notwithstanding the protests of the Egyptian 
tSub-G vornor of Massawah, and this caused so much annoyance to Ras Alula that he 
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threatened not only to suspend any attempts to assist the Kassala garrison, but to 
retain interned in Abyssinia the Ghirra refugees. 

In consequence of representations respecting the effect of their action, the 
Italians have now, it is reported, done all they could short of compelling the Ilabab 
Sheikh by force to present himself to Has Alula, and it is to he trusted that no fresh 
cause may arise to strain the relations between Italy and Abyssinia. 

Mareopoli Bey is expected in Cairo in a few days, and will discuss all conciliatory 
arrangements towards Abyssinia connected with llarkiko, which lie within the present 
scope of Egyptian influence. 

Colonel Chermsidc urges, in conclusion, not only for the safety of the Ghirra 
garrison, but for the sake of general tranquillity, that the Italian authorities will use 
every endeavour to give no further cause of irritation to the Abyssinians. Tn \iew of 
the moderate course adopted in two of the above-described incidents, Italy might, ho 
thinks, if she makes efforts, establish friendly relations with Abyssinia, more especially 
if she avails herself of the good offices of the Egyptian and English Governments, 
which undoubtedly at the present time possess a sincere and friendly influence over 
the Abyssinians, a proud and sensitive race. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


No. US. 

Mr. Eyerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 17.) 

(No. 793.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 10, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Memorandum of great interest and weight by 
Colonel Chermsidc on the Abyssinian action near Kassala, and his opinion as to 
present and future action. 

There seems little doubt that he is right in considering that the Abyssinians 
should no longer be pressed to advance on Kassala, but left to act as they think best. 
The King of Abyssinia is much incensed at a message of an insulting character sent 
him by Osman Digna, and may on his own account continue the campaign ; lmt it is 
doubtful whether the advance of the Abyssinians is the best nay now of saving the 
Egyptian officers and men in Kassala, whatever effect it may have in other ways. 

It is clear that Has Alula is a man of considerable judgment and ability, and has 
behaved well. 

Everything seems to point to the truth of the suggestion of Colonel Chermsidc, 
that there is much central organization and vigour in the religious movement confused 
for a moment, by the Mahdi’s death. 

I append also extracts from Marcopoli Bey’s letters, received from Colonel 
Chermsidc as annexes to his Memorandum. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 


inclosure 1 in No. UK 
M( iiioi (iiidum by Lieutenant-Colonel diet msiile. 

jibyssiman Action iietu Kassala. 

1 THINK the voluminous and rather conflicting mass of intelligence received 
from Massowah establishes the following points: - 

1. Kassala has passed into the hands of the Dervishes (much as reported from 
Suakin the 18th August), but without massacre, a result as regards the civil 
population by no means to he deplored on economical or other grounds. 

2. Osman Digna arrived there, and whether ou ing to a weakened position, tribal 
jealousies, or solely to tin* fear of the impending Abissinian advance, he acted with 
great moderation and judgment. He succeeded, however, in gelling matters 
completely into the hands of the Dervishes. 

3. I Vi or to the Abyssinian advance, orders had been received at Kassala to 
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forward all warlike stores, Ac., to Khartoum, and to allow all persons free egress to 
the Nile Valley, but on no account to allow any to proceed towards Massowah. 

This points to the existence of considerable central authority and vitality in the 
religious movement, and, taken iu conjunction with the rumours of impending 
invasion of Egypt, may he of significance. 

4. The Kassala insurgents invaded the Bcni-Amer country, and entrenching 
themselves at Ivufit made every effort to oppose a successful resistance to the 
Abyssinians. 

5. The advance of the latter seems to have been very ably conducted, and there is 
no doubt of the loyal and cordial support given to them by the Moslem tribes lying 
between Senheit and Kassala. An obstinate battle was fought outlie 23rd September; 
the Abyssinians, who very considerably outnumbered the Dervishes, sustained their 
warlike renown and gained a very complete success, but with very heavy loss 
(10 superior officers and 1,500 men killed, 400 wounded). The Dervishes only 
succumbed under practical annihilation. 

6. Almost all tlie great Malidi-ist local Sheikhs appear to have been killed. A 
Sheikh lying dead among them was said to he Osman Digna. As he w T as a stranger 
in this locality, this identification can by no means be considered conclusive. 

The corpse in question had a belt of plaited straw embroidery ; it is reported from 
Suakin that Osman Digna did habitually wear such a belt. 

7. It was foreseen that the Abyssinian operations might, without the support 
and insistance of European advisers, partake more or less of the nature of a raid. 
Extracts attached leave little doubt that a question of immediate advance was in the 
balance with Ras Alula, and that it w r as mainly owing to his large number of wounded 
that he returned. 

8. It is, however, very uncertain whether by advancing he would in any way 
have assisted the Kassala people, now intermingled with the insurgents. 

9. His action as to Proclamations and the dispatch of Sheikh Aly Nourcin was 
judicious, and the decision to do nothing further except in conjunction with the Mudir 
seems a perfectly proper one. 

10. Osman Digna, a short time previous to the fight at Kufit, wrote an insolent 
letter to King John of Abyssinia which has much incensed the latter, aud might 
possibly have far-reaching consequences. 

Opinions as to present and future Action. 

11. I think the question of any renewed advance on Kassala by the Abyssinians 
should he left completely to themselves, and that advance should only be supported by 
Egypt and England provided that it was concerted between the Abyssinians and the 
Egyptian officials still in or near Kassala. 

’ 12. We should, however, I think, forthwith assess and discharge the obligations 
which we may he considered to have morally incurred. 

The true fate of Osman Digua will considerably affect the value to us of any 
recent Abyssinian action. 

I consider 15,000/. a fitting sum to be expended (Abyssinians and Moslems). 

13. Beyond this, we have to bring down from Abyssinia those of the Gliirri 
people who still wish to come on. 

It. Mohammed Bey, Wad-el-Zejd of the Dobayuas, a Sheikh formerly protected 
and promoted by the Government, has for some months seemed a doubt I ul adherent 
of Maluli-ism. Letters have been sent to him, and he is reported to he ready to give 
asylum to refugees from Kassala, and a number of such, it is staff’d, are with 
him. 

15. A few refugees (under fifty) have already reached Massowah, chiefly owing 
to the loyal action of the Abyssinians. Our (‘Hurts should, L think, be now directed 
to the rescue of individuals by (he oiler and prompt payment, ot ransom money, 
although 1 am not sanguine as to rescuing the chief officials. 

Iff. Thealxne is written in complete ignorance of the effect produced at Kassala. 
by Ras Alula’s victory. 

17. In the event of the leaven of the Mahdi’s re\i\al movement really developing 
a Soudanese attack on Egypt, the maintenance of our friendly relations with Abyssinia 
and a contingent great expansion of Abyssinian action and objecti\e are points for 
consideration. 

(Signed) HERBERT C11HRMSIDE. 

Cairo, November 10, 1885. 






